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General Information for all interns 
Introduction 

 

In this document you will find information provided by past interns relating to their internship experience, along 
with a directory, by location, of Aurora host organisations. 
  
This document is a valuable supplement to ôGeneral Hints and Tipsõ, chapter 15 in the December 2015 edition 

of Auroraõs Handbook for Interns.1 It includes detailed information from past interns about their experiences 

not just working within their specific host organisation but also about the cities they have been placed in. 
 
If you are travelling away from home to undertake your internship, we strongly encourage you to read the 
following pages that directly relate to your placement city. 
 
If you are not travelling away from home, please have a look at the pages relevant to your home city. We rely 
on feedback from interns to keep our Hints and Tips up to date and appreciate your suggestions at the end of 

your placement. 
 
 

What you can expect to gain from your internship overall 
 

Å A legitimate career or study-based learning experience in a vocational placement that enhances learning 

and will inform and inspire your future study and work life. 
 

Å The placements are a benefit to you as a student, near-graduate and/or graduate transitioning from 

education to the workforce (or considering a career change) and create opportunities for those interested 

in working in the area of Indigenous affairs in general. 
 

Å An opportunity to gain hands on experience and insight into working in the area of native title, land rights, 

policy development, social justice, human rights, public interest law and Indigenous affairs more generally. 
 

Å Access to experience and an industry that can otherwise be difficult to access - a great òfoot in the dooró 

and a way to create professional relationships in a new network. 
 

Å Develop valuable practical legal and research skills in a diverse range of tasks in order to sharpen your 

skills - skills you have rarely used or did not know you had. 
 

Å An opportunity to undertake challenging work in a mentally stimulating work environment, with the ongoing 

support of the Aurora Placements team throughout your placement. 
 

Å Be acknowledged by a group of experienced practitioners and mentors for your commitment, work ethic 

and overall contribution to your host organisation. 
 

Å Greater insight and understanding of what it is like to work in the area and into the professional context of 

such work. 
 

Å Invaluable experience in the field you are passionate about which can be quite transformative and can 

often lead to paid work. 
 

Å The chance to be involved in meaningful work whilst also exposing you to the difficult realities inherent in 

this area of work and to gain a glimpse at the range of issues impacting Indigenous communities. 
 

Å The chance to have an insightful and humbling experience whilst gaining a depth of knowledge of some of 

the issues facing Indigenous groups in Australia. 
 

Å An opportunity to learn a lot, academically and culturally, in the knowledge that the work that you do will 

often actually be used to help Indigenous Australians.  

                                                           
1    To access an electronic version of the Handbook for Interns, December 2017, visit www.auroraproject.com.au select heading 

ôNative Titleõ, then select ôAurora Internshipsõ, then select ôAbout applying for an internshipõ, at bottom of page is ôrelated linksõ. 

 

 

http://www.auroraproject.com.au/
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Å Allow you to accomplish personal and professional goals. 

 

Å Experience disadvantages and injustices faced by Indigenous communities first hand which can be an eye- 

opening and motivating experience. 
 

Å An experience that highlights the importance of access to justice and the positive influence you can have 

in providing social justice. 
 

Å An opportunity to work with talented and committed individuals. 
 

Å An opportunity to apply theory to real world practice which is invaluable. 
 

Å An opportunity to work autonomously and grow from the experience. 
 

Å An experience which may open your mind about your career options and how to best utilise your academic 

background. 
 

Å A memorable, significant and distinguished learning experience which will often far exceed your 

expectations. 
 

Å A more defined idea of your desired career path - often the most rewarding and enlightening learning 

experience that can be life changing. 
 

Å Be able to develop your learning and confidence, which will often set you up for the next chapter in your 

career path. 
 

Å Be inspired to consider pursuing a career in the area. 
 

Å The opportunity to take advantage of the numerous career opportunities offered by Aurora as a direct 

outcome of your internship as well as by joining the Aurora alumni network. 
 

 
 

Before you go 
 

Å Be sure to read the Internship Induction and Obligations Kit (page xv-xxiii of the Handbook for Interns) 

carefully before and during your placement. 
 

Å Be in contact with the current round of interns where possible, especially in the city in which you are 

placed. 
 

Å Research your placement organisation. Read their website if they have one. Find out as much about the 

organisation you are going to before you arrive so from the very beginning you can engage with your 

supervisor/s and co-workers about the work they are doing. 
 

Å Try and learn about Indigenous culture and the importance of country before commencing your internship. 
 

Å Create a budget for your time on placement. Be aware of what finances you have available to you 

before you commence, as 5 - 6 weeks is a long time to sustain yourself whilst working full-time (or even 

part-time) in an unpaid capacity. Sometimes you just donõt realise quite how much money you spend and 

incidentals often arise (i.e. doctors appointments, the odd lunch out with staff etc.). If you plan this well 

before you start, you will be more comfortable throughout your placement. 

Å Scholarships for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander funded interns are paid in weekly installments and 

will cover daily living expenses.  In addition, travel and accommodation costs will be funded for away-

from-home placements.  
 

Å If you are placed at an NTRB, make every effort to have a manual drivers license before you go. 
  
 

Other important considerations 
 
The Aurora Project has arranged travel and voluntary insurance cover with ôAccident & Health Insurance 
Internationalõ for all interns undertaking an Aurora internship, for anywhere between four and eight weeks.   
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¶ Re:  Driving on placement - Aurora does not have a motor vehicle policy via our existing policy for 
interns.  The host organisation will be required to cover the intern/s under their Motor Fleet Policy for both 
on-road and off-road activity, when required 

¶ Re: Air travel on placement ð Aurora interns are only covered by our policy when they fly on scheduled 
commercial flights.  Private chartered flights or helicopters are not covered.  

In the past Aurora interns have experienced issues with exclusions to insurance policies for certain types of damage 

to rental cars.  It is important to note, in particular, most car rental companies (Hertz, Budget, Europcar, Thrifty etc) 

DO NOT provide insurance coverage for flood or water damage, roof damage or under carriage damage. (You 

will most likely find buried deep in the fine print in your hire contract a section that outlines these exclusions.) 

In instances where you are renting a vehicle for personal use during an internship (including getting to and from 

your placement) please be aware Aurora will not be in a position to assist with the cost of repairs to a rental 

vehicle should you experience this type of damage. In addition, Auroraõs experience is that repairs for these types 

of damages can be very costly and run into the thousands of dollars or even tens of thousands of dollars. 

We recommend you do not drive any vehicle while on placement that does not belong to you without first 

discussing with the owner of the vehicle (be it a hire company or other organisation or individual) and satisfying 

yourself as to your personal liability should an accident occur. 

 
Photography 

Interns are encouraged to take photographs of interest whilst on placement.  However, it is important to ensure that 

you have been granted written permission by your host organisation and/or community and/or individuals to take 

any photographs of people and/or scenery whilst on placement. (see Photo Release Form) 

 
Personal issues 
In the event you experience distress or have a grievance whilst on placement, you must immediately contact Kim 
Barlin, the Aurora Placements Manager, so the problem can be rectified.  Kim will liaise, or mediate where 
necessary, with the relevant parties to resolve the matter as quickly as possible. 

 

 
Working environment 

 

Å Try to help out with whatever is going on ð not just within your team or unit. Be proactive by introducing 

yourself to people in the organisation and putting yourself out there to help. This way you will make a 

greater contribution and be exposed to a wider range of work. 
 

Å Assistance of any kind is very much appreciated in light of the lack of funding and resources. 
 

Å Be flexible and keep an open mind regarding both people and assignments. 
 

Å Listen carefully and show an interest (such as by asking questions ð but not too many!). 
 

Å Seek clarification if you are unsure but try to maintain a degree of self-sufficiency. 
 

Å Take up any opportunities to tag along ôon countryõ ð itõs a great opportunity to meet some of the 

individuals involved in some of the topical issues, as well as a fantastic way to see more of Australia! Be 

understanding if the opportunity does not arise. 
 

Å Donõt be afraid to discuss any particular areas of interest you have with your supervisors ð they are 

generally keen to make this a really positive experience for you, and it can assist them when considering 

the kind of work to give you. 
 

Å Establish good relationships with staff members ð they will be your most valuable source of information. 
 

Å Show initiative by undertaking self-directed research on local issues relating to your host organisation. 

ð Be positive 
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ð Try to fit in seamlessly 

ð Donõt put too much pressure on yourself to get your head around the native title process 

straight away - itõs complex and takes time. 

Å Host organisations are often under-funded and under-resourced. As a result there is potential for 

interns to be given a relatively high degree of autonomy in completing tasks given to them, and for 

these tasks to be quite important in the context of the work done by the organisation. The most 

challenging thing about the internship - the sense of being thrown in the deep end - is also the most 

rewarding aspect. Pace yourself, do what you can, ask questions when you need to and remember 

that when work is done on an important task there is a great sense of satisfaction at having been 

useful in some way. 
 
Å In the words of a past intern, òexpect to be at the bottom of the hierarchy, to not take anything 

personally and to use the experience to practice participant observation skills, and much will be 

revealed!ó 

 

Å Sitting at a desk 

Please be aware that placements will often require that interns sit at a desk for 4 to 6 weeks, 7 

hours/day.  This can be challenging, especially where interns are encountering a full-time work 

scenario for the first time.   Please be sure to take breaks every hour, move away from the computer 

screen and walk around.  It is also preferable to take a lunch break and get some fresh air. 

 

Sitting at a computer for long periods often causes next and shoulder stiffness and occasionally lower 

back pain. Do these stretches (on the following page) every hour or so through the day, or whenever 

you feel stiff, experience headaches and generally need a healthy break.  
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Your safety 
 

Be wary of travelling alone, particularly to the more regional areas, and particularly at night. In a cross-
cultural setting and a foreign physical environment, men and women can both be faced with difficult 
circumstances and possible threats to their physical and emotional well-being. You should therefore be 
wise and cautious and have company wherever possible. 
 
In some rural and remote placements, be warned that the wider community can sometimes be quite hostile 
to native title, land rights and the work of the land council, or organisation. 
 
 

Suggested reading 
 

Remote Area Health Corporation (RAHC), (2009), Cultural Orientation Handbook, 

https://www.rahc.com.au/sites/default/files/RAHC_Cultural_Orientation_Handbook_2016.pdf This 

Handbook provides you with information specific to working within an Aboriginal Community such as 

personal conduct, appropriate methods of communication and cultural factors you need to consider when 

providing medical care. 
 

 
 

Age and gender 
 

Age and gender are significant influences when engaging cross-culturally in any capacity ð but particularly so 
in an Indigenous community. Not all knowledge can be accessed by outsiders and you are also not neutral. You 
have a subject position and will be understood by the traditional owners and claimant groups in terms that 
relate specifically to your gender and your age. 

Gender may be pivotal to how you are engaged, the level of access you may have to men/women in a 

working capacity, and may shape the extent of knowledge shared with you. Issues of your age and gender will 

impact upon you as an intern. New non-Indigenous workers can often receive good practical advice from 

Indigenous workers, especially field officers, about the extent to which it is acceptable or appropriate to work 

with traditional owners of the opposite sex. Do not assume that the sensitivities around this issue are the same in 

all communities, or the same as in mainstream Australian society. The following is a list of suggested readings 

that deal with these and related topics. 

 Suggested readings on age and gender issues: 
 

Å Bell D, (2004) 3rd Edition, Daughters of the Dreaming, Spinifex Press, Chapter1: ôInto the Fieldõ, pp. 7-40 

and Chapter 5: ôThe Problem of Womenõ, pp. 229-254, North Sydney: Allen and Unwin. 
 

Å Cowlishaw G, (1999) Rednecks, Eggheads and Blackfellas: A study of racial power and intimacy in 

Australia, Allen and Unwin: St Leonards, New South Wales. 
 

Å Hemming S, (1998) ôOral history, native title and Hindmarsh Islandõ, Oral History Association of Australia 

Journal, No. 20:26-33. 
 

Å Howitt R and Suchet-Pearson S, (2006) ôChanging country, telling stories: research ethics, methods and 

empowerment in working with Aboriginal womenõ in Fluid Bonds: Views on Gender and Water, edited by 

Lahiri-Dutta K, pp. 48-63, Kolkota: Stree Books. 
 

Å McKeganey N and Bloor M, (1991) ôSpotting the invisible man: The influence of male gender on 

fieldwork relations,õ The British Journal of Sociology Vol.42 (2):195-210. 
 

Å McIntyre M, (2001) ôTaking care of culture: consultancy, anthropology and gender issuesõ, Social Analysis 

Vol.42 (2):108-119. 
 

Å Merlan F, (1988) ôGender in Aboriginal social life ð a literature reviewõ, includes extensive bibliography. 

Social Anthropology and Australian Aboriginal Studies: A contemporary overview, pp. 17-76. 
 

Å Petersen N, (1995) ôOrganising the anthropological research for a native title claimõ, The Skills of Native 

Title Practice: Proceedings, pp. 8-15 

https://www.rahc.com.au/sites/default/files/RAHC_Cultural_Orientation_Handbook_2016.pdf
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Å Tamisari F, (2006) ôòPersonal Acquaintanceó: essential individuality and the possibilities of encounters,õ in 

Moving Anthropology: critical indigenous studies, pp. 17-36, Darwin: Charles Darwin University Press 
 

Å Warren C, (1988) Gender Issues in Field Research, Newbury Park: Sage 
 

Å Whitehead T and Conaway M (eds.), (1986) Self, Sex, and Gender in Cross-Cultural Fieldwork, Urbana: 

University of Illinois Press. 
 

 

Some things you might like to bring 
 

Å In the event that you go ôon countryõ for any length of time consider taking appropriate clothing (long sleeved 

shirt, trousers, boots) as well as things that could be expensive in regional areas, e.g. fly net, insect repellent, 

bottled water etc 
 

Å small first aid kit 
 

Å hat, camera, personal medication and needs (contact lens fluid etc.) 
 

Å backpack that can fit 3 daysõ worth of clothing, work documents, toiletries and food for day trips 
 

Å a journal ð this is likely to be one of the most unique experiences of your life so record your experiences and 

observations 
 

Å shopping bags (those durable green/blue bags that you get from Coles or Woolworths) 
 

Å take a radio: great company when spending time at night in your room. A laptop with a DVD player would 

also provide easy access to entertainment (but make sure you have somewhere secure to store it). 

 

Cross-cultural awareness  
 

If you are Indigenous, previous Indigenous interns have suggested being clear with your host organisation on 

what questions you are or are not comfortable answering about culture and Indigeneity, so that you arenõt 

caught off guard with potentially invasive questions during your placement. 

 

For all interns, specifically placed at NTRBs, NTSPs and Aboriginal corporations but possibly at other host 
organisations: 
 
Å Be aware of the complex and often sensitive relationships the host organisation might have with 

their clients, especially in the case where a native title claim has been going on for some years. If 

approached by a client or stakeholder of your host to answer a query, always clearly explain your 

role up front, which is that of an intern, and therefore that you are not in a position to give 

feedback, even if you are sure that you have the correct information. 
 
Å In such instances, always defer to your supervisor as anything you say could be misunderstood or 

misconstrued and could jeopardise a very complex relationship between your host and their clients 

and have negative repercussions even after your placement has ended. 
 
Å Be aware that some situations may become problematic due to the sensitive nature of the issues 

being discussed, the barriers imposed by cross-cultural relationships and expectations held by 

clients. 
 
Å Listen carefully, and show an interest. When claimants hear that you are an intern, they are often 

eager to share their knowledge with you and to encourage you to get involved in the native title 

process. 
 
Å Listening is incredibly important ð donõt assume you know an Indigenous person or communityõs 

story. 
 
Å Kinship, familial terms (such as aunty, uncle, brother, sister etc.) or skin names are sometimes used as 

terms of respect to address Indigenous elders. A ôwhitefellaõ using these terms may cause animosity 

in different groups so use them only if invited to do so. 
 
Å Newcomers can be met with wariness. Do not take offence to this and approach the situation with 
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respect. 
 
Å Refrain from taking photographs of people and places without asking permission from your host 

organisation or community members. 
 
Å Try to keep your emotions in check when confronted with a situation where claimants feel the need to 

vent their anger due to the difficulties they may have encountered in seeking native title. It is not 

directed at you. Listen with empathy and respect and then defer to your supervisor.  
 
Å Let it be generally known that you are keen to go ôon countryõ, even to those who work in other 

sections of your host organisation. Itõs best however not to have an expectation that this might happen 

to avoid disappointment. 
 

Å If you are fortunate to be invited to go ôon countryõ, always check with your supervisor as to what the 

appropriate protocol would be in regards to dress code and addressing community members, 

particularly traditional owners. 

 

Å Be patient. This is the way one learns most about culture, history and the specific developments 
relating to a claim. 

 

Å When attending working group meetings it is a good idea (where appropriate) to introduce yourself 

before or at the start of the meeting. Claimants will often be interested to know where you are from 

and why you are there. 

 

Å We understand that sensitive and confidential information will be shared with Aurora interns in order 

to facilitate their understanding of the work that their host organisation does, and to enable interns to 

contribute in a meaningful way. With this in mind, we ask that interns take special care not to be draw 

into the internal politics of their host organisation as it is often difficult for interns to assess differences 

of opinion between work colleagues and/or clients, and this can cause undue stress and confusion in 

their efforts to please and assist.  Aurora and host organisation supervisors have a duty of care to 

ensure that interns are able to learn about and contribute to host organisations in a healthy 

environment. If you find yourself in a challenging position in this regard, please get in touch with the 

Placements team as soon as possible, to help you resolve this. 
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Hints and tips from interns, by location and 
host 

 

Western Australia 

South-west organisations 

Perth 

 

Perth weather 
 

Temperature 

Summer: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 24°C to an average maximum of 35°C  

Winter: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 10°C to an average maximum of 24°C 

 

Climate 

The landscape of Western Australia is very varied, and the climate varies accordingly. The coastal area in the 

south-west corner around Perth is very temperate, with a fairly low level of rainfall during the summer (it also gets 

some hot, dry winds). 

 

Perth tourist information 
 

Tourist Office 

Western Australian Visitors Centre Albert Facey House, Forrest Place, Perth Phone: 1300 361 351 

www.westernaustralia.net 

 

Perth medical information 
 

Travel Medicine Centre 

5 Mill Street, Perth Phone: 08 9321 7888 www.travelmed.com.au 

 
Royal Perth Hospital Victoria Square, Perth Phone: 08 9224 2244 www.rph.wa.gov.au 

 

Perth transport 
 

Look into getting a student card or student pass for the transport system before you get to Perth. You will need your 

school to be on an approved list or have the university fill out a form and mail it to the Transperth office. If you 

plan to travel as a student then you must purchase a Smartrider for bus, train and ferry travel. You can buy a 

standard Smartrider pass then go online and change it to a tertiary student card (through your university) which 

gives you the student discount. For more information go to 

www.transperth.wa.gov.au/TicketsandFares/SmartRider/BuyingSmartRider/StudentSmartRiders/tabid/90/ 

Default.aspx 

 
Bus 

Public transport (run by Transperth) in Perth is very comprehensive and easy to use. The City Area Transit (CAT) 

buses within the city centre are free (in the area between Northbridge, the Causeway, the river and Kings Park). On 

all other buses, the cost of a ticket will depend on the number of zones youõre travelling through. Some money-

savers include the DayRider (a day pass, available weekdays after 9am). Note that past interns have advised making 

use of the train network in Perth, as buses can be slow due to roadwork.  

http://www.westernaustralia.net/
http://www.travelmed.com.au/
http://www.rph.wa.gov.au/
http://www.transperth.wa.gov.au/TicketsandFares/SmartRider/BuyingSmartRider/StudentSmartRiders/tabid/90/
http://www.transperth.wa.gov.au/TicketsandFares/SmartRider/BuyingSmartRider/StudentSmartRiders/tabid/90/
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Train 

Transperth also operates the train system, and you can use the same ticket across all services within that zone. Once 

again, travel is free in the city centre (between Claisebrook and City West stations). Taint travel is reportedly the 

easiest and most reliable way of getting around in Perth by public transport (apparently buses are much less 

reliable). A Smartrider is required to travel free of charge in the city. If you plan to travel as a student then you 

must purchase a Smartrider. The Smartrider only costs $10, itõs quick and there is a 15% discount on the fare. 

www.transperth.wa.gov.au/SmartRider/WhatisSmartRider/tabid/237/Default.aspx 

 

Taxi 

Swan Taxis: 13 13 30. Keep in mind that outside of the city cabs can be quite difficult to get late at night on the 

weekend, so plan movement at these times carefully 

 

From the airport: 

Bus:  Transperth bus No.37 travels between the domestic airport and the city bus terminal every half hour, and will cost 

around $3. If youõre feeling tired after your flight, you can get the Airport-City Shuttle Bus for around $9, which will 

drop you off at all hostels/hotels in the city centre. 

Taxi: will cost around $25 from the domestic airport to the city. 

The taxi service in Perth is widely known to be very unreliable. It is fine if booking in advance to go to the airport etc 

however if calling one to get home after a night out you can expect to wait for a long time. 
 

 

Food and shopping in Perth 
 

Shopping 

You shouldnõt have any problem locating a Woolworths or Coles supermarket ð ask at your accommodation where the 

nearest store is. Additionally, you can try: City Fresh Fruit Company (393 William Street): To stave off the possibility 

of scurvy, go here for all your fresh fruit and vegetable dietary needs. 
 

Å Kakulas Bros (14 William Street, Northbridge): European delicatessen (closed Sundays). 
 

Å Subiaco Markets: lots of cheap fruit & veges and is close to the city www.subiacomarkets.com.au 
 

Å Golden Gate Supermarket in Subiaco (close to the train) is amazing and full of cheap vegetables and a huge 
range of Asian specialty foods http://goldenchoicefresh.com.au/  

 

Å If youõre in Freemantle, Galatis is the best choice for fruit or veg and bulk items 
http://www.galatiandsons.com.au/  

 

 

Dining out in Perth 
 

Cheap meals 

Å Food  halls are always a good option (although if youõre looking for quality they wonõt necessarily be your 

first stop). Check out the Metro Food Hall (corner Hay and William Streets) and the Carillon Arcade Food Hall 
(Carillon Arcade). 

 

Å Aldas (Wolf Lane): Operated by Melbourne-ites who wanted to bring a slice of the Melbourne Cafe culture to 
Perth. Tucked down a side alley off Murray Street (next to Country Road), it doesnõt offer much in the way of 
food but the waiters are generous with wine tastings. 

 

Å Brew-Ha, The Ritual (Shop 3-4, 162 Rokeby Road, Subiaco): Comfortable coffee shop. 
 
Å E-Sense (193 Hay Street, Perth): They offer fabulous service, great coffees and yummy and reasonably priced 

cooked breakfasts. Great way to start a working day with the other interns if you can get out of bed early.  
 

http://www.transperth.wa.gov.au/SmartRider/WhatisSmartRider/tabid/237/Default.aspx
http://www.subiacomarkets.com.au/
http://goldenchoicefresh.com.au/
http://www.galatiandsons.com.au/
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Å Ginos (1 South Terrace, Fremantle): A fabulous coffee shop located on the buzzing Cappuccino Strip in 
Fremantle. Amazing breakfast menu, lovely Italian dinners, and delicious range of cakes. They go through 150 
kg of coffee per week! Great place to sit and enjoy the sunshine and watch the world go by www. 
ginoscafe.com.au 

 

Å Govindaõs Restaurant (200 William Street, Northbridge): Vegetarian, mains $2 to $6. 
 

Å Hanõs Café (245 William Street, Northbridge and 822 Hay Street, Perth): Good value Vietnamese food 
(mains $7 to $12). www.hanscafe.com.au 

 

Å Il Lido (88 Marine Parade, Cottesloe): A modern Italian restaurant just opposite Cottesloe beach, with high 
ceilings and communal Wagamama-style dining on long cedar tables www.illido.com.au 

 

Å Little Creatures Brewery (40 Mews Road, Fremantle): A favourite, especially on Sunday afternoons after a 
morning swim at the beach. The brewery is housed in a converted boat shed that was previously a crocodile 
farm. Beer is poured fresh from the conditioning tanks and there is a buzzing, somewhat alternative 
atmosphere. Great food also, especially vegetarian options. Enjoy the atmosphere out the back overlooking the 
fishing boat harbour ð watch sunset over a game of bocce in their bocce pit www.littlecreatures.com.au 

 
Å Red Teapot (413 William Street, Northbridge): Big range of Chinese dishes for a relatively cheap price 

(mains $8 to $14). 
 

Å Tiger Tiger (329 Murray Street, Northbridge) is great for coffee. 
 

Å Utopia (109 James Street) is affordable Chinese and vegetarian place to eat ($10-$15 per main). 
 

Å Lotus Vegetarian (2/220 James Street): famous ôall you can eatõ buffet offered on Fri, Sat and Sun for lunch 
and dinner ($13 - $17) www.yongcorp.com.au 

 

Å Taka Japanese, Shafto Lane, 347-417 Murray Street): value for money and open 11am to 9pm Monday to 
Saturday. 

 

Å Anna Lakshmi (Jetty No4, Barrack Street) ôEat as you like, pay as you feelõ. www.annalakshmi.com.au 
 

Å Sussa Coffee House (4/135 Royal Street): just down the road from DAA and does really interesting coffee ð 
think Brazilian cappuccinos, Vietnamese lattes, chilli-choc mochas. And they have a little place for you to leave 
your loyalty card there so you never forget it. 

 

Å City Farm Café (1 City Farm Place) If you are at the DAA in East Perth, walk down to Claisbrook cove to 
refresh, or eat some amazing food from the Perth City Farm. Perth City Farm is directly across the road from 
DAA and is great for lunch during the week and groceries on Saturday morning. http://perthcityfarm.org.au 
Their Prana Chai lattes are delicious.  

 

Å The Royal Cambodia (37/82 Royal Street) is a fantastic place for cheap and satisfying meals. 
 

Å Nagoya Japanese (Adelaide Terrace) has amazing sushi and bento boxes. 
 

Å Bakerõs Terrace (Adelaide Terrace): delicious baked goods and rolls. 
 

Å Get to Fremantle whenever you can, there are some excellent bars and food there...particularly recommend 
Istanbul Turkish Restaurant! 

 

 
If youõre feeling rich..... 
Å Crown Perth Casino (Great Eastern Highway, Burswood): Other than the gambling the Crown complex offers a 

number of restaurants and bars such as Rockpool Bar & Grill, Nobu and The Merrywell. 
www.crownperth.com.au 

 

Å Café Bocca (Shop 4, Shafto Lane, Perth): Italian dishes (and strong coffee) in a beautiful courtyard. 
 

Å Chutney Maryõs (67 Rokeby Rd, Subiaco): Great Indian food. 
 

Å Must Wine bar (519 Beaufort Street, Highgate): If you feel like having a swanky night, go here for some 
French food and an extensive wine list. 

 

Å Royal  Bar & Brasserie (Royal Street corner Plain Street, East Perth): Fabulous location right on the water, Royal 
is one of several restaurants. Great fine dining if you feel like spoiling yourself. 

 

Å Kaditj Internet  Café to make a reasonable brew of coffee (201 Beaufort Street, Northbridge 6000). 
 

http://www.ginoscafe.com.au/
http://www.ginoscafe.com.au/
http://www.ginoscafe.com.au/
http://www.hanscafe.com.au/
http://www.illido.com.au/
http://www.littlecreatures.com.au/
http://www.yongcorp.com.au/
http://www.annalakshmi.com.au/
http://perthcityfarm.org.au/
http://www.burswood.com.au/
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Entertainment in Perth 
 
Outdoor 
Å Cottelsoe Beach is one of the most stunning stretches of beach. Enjoy a sunset over the ocean from the beach 

or one of the pubs ð you havenõt seen Perth properly unless you do this. Have an afternoon swim, then dinner at 
Barcetta, which is nearby. www.barchetta.com.au 
 

Å Rottnest Island is a fabulous getaway for a day or a weekend if you can borrow a tent to camp 
(recommended). Gorgeous beaches and a few nice bars on the water such as the Quoka Arms. A return ferry 
from Fremantle will cost about $50 if you have a valid student concession. www.rottnestisland.com 
 

Å Swimming:  There are some beautiful beaches in Perth. If youõre into surfing, check out Scarborough and Trigg 
Island (the latter can be dangerous in rough weather). If you prefer to just go for a swim, head down to 
Crawley or Peppermint Grove beaches. If you forgot to bring a swimsuit with you, go to Swanbourne, where 
everyone else will be naked too! 

 

Å If you do travel out of Perth, keep in mind there are public pools in Newman, Leonora and Port Hedland. Trust 
me, you will need to visit the pool, as it is so humid in these towns that as soon as you step off the plane you 
feel like you need a shower.  
 

 
Sights and activities 
Å Fringe Festival in the city in January/February ð so many great things to see on all budgets! 

 
Å Northbridge often have events and festivals during the summer, which are usually advertised online www. 

cityofperth.wa.gov.au 
 
Å Fremantle Prison is great to visit for a sense of the history of the area. They operate a spotlight tour by night 

which is good fun. www.fremantleprison.com.au 
 

Å Margaret River wine region is worth the trip. Take a bus from Perth and check out some of the great wineries. 
www.margaretriver.com.au 

 

Å The Maritime Museum in Fremantle is definitely worth a visit. 
 

Å Take a trip to the Gravity Centre. 
 

Å Perth Cultural Centre (William Street, close to Perth Train Station): Houses the museum, library, art gallery and 
the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts. 

 

Å Swan Bell Tower (Barrack Street Jetty): Home for the historic bells donated by the Academy of St-Martin-in-
the-Fields, London. You can climb up to the lookout and hear the bells ringing daily at lunchtime.  
www.swanbells.com.au 

 

Å Swan Valley Vineyards: Extends along the river between Guildford and the Upper Swan, and various tours and 
wine tastings are available. 

 

Å Kings Park is a must on a sunny day. 
 

Å Whale watching: Between September and December you can see the humpback whales as they make their 
way south. Various types of tours are available, so itõs probably a good idea to check out the tourist office for 
one catering to your interests/swimming abilities. 

 
Å If you are here in Winter, then check out X-Press magazine (Smartphone App) to find cool stuff to do. If you're 

here in Summer, my personal tip...go to Breakfest (Boxing Day cultural institution)! 
 

 

Nightlife in Perth 
 
Cinemas 
Å Cinema Paradiso (Galleria Complex, 164 James Street, Northbridge): Arthouse films. 
 

Å Luna Outdoor Cinema (155 Oxford Street, Leederville 6007): December to February. www.luna.com.au 
 

Å Moonlight Cinema (Kings Park): Open-air movies from Tuesday to Sunday, December to April. 

http://www.barchetta.com.au/
http://www.rottnestisland.com/
http://www/
http://www.fremantleprison.com.au/
http://www.margaretriver.com.au/
http://www.swanbells.com.au/
http://www.luna.com.au/
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www.moonlight.com.au 
 

 
Bars and nightclubs 
Å Carnegies (356 Murray Street): A rock ônõ roll themed bar that also has branches in Hong Kong, Taipei and 

Kuala Lumpur. Go on a Wednesday night for a dance and half-price cocktails from the extensive menu 
www.carnegies.net 

 

Å 399 (399 William Street, Northbridge): Huge selection of drinks and great mulled wine. Itõs a bit pricey but 
worth it. 

 
 
Å Grosvenor Hotel (339 Hay Street, Perth): Good place for a relaxed drink, and usually has live music from 

Wednesday to Sunday. www.thegrosvenorperth.com.au 
 

Å La Bog (361 Newcastle Street, Northbridge): With a name like this, it had to be an Irish pub. Very popular ð is 
usually crowded with drinkers and dancers ôtil the late hours of the early morning. 

 

Å La Sing (261 Gouger St) is a Korean karaoke bar which serves cheap drinks, great food, and a great 
selection of songs to perform on stage in front of active crowd. 

 

Å Queens Hotel (520 Beaufort St, Mt Lawley): Loads of local and imported beer on tap. Great quality food but 
not all that cheap for pub grub. Good atmosphere with inside and outside dining. You will need to book a 
table on Fridays and Saturdays. www.thequeens.com.au 

 

Å Mustang Bar (46 Lake Street, Northbridge): American bar usually with a DJ mixing some tunes. Come here to 
laugh at the moose heads on the walls (or have a conversation with them, depending on your state of sobriety). 

 

Å Universal Bar (221 William Street): Jazz and blues, with live music Monday to Saturday. It also has awesome 
cocktails. www.universalbar.com.au 

 

Å Winsdor Hotel (112 Mill Point Road, South Perth): A funky bar that serves beer in long pint glasses. Has a 
beautiful garden bar which is popular on Saturday nights. 

 

Å Belgian Beer Café (347 Murray Street, Perth): Great range of Belgian beer, but at a cost. In the past youõve 
had to leave one of your shoes behind the bar as security for the fishbowl glasses! www.belgianbeer.com.au 

 
Å For classical music, the Perth Concert Hall (5 St. Georges Terrace) is the place to go. For listings, check their 

website: www.perthconcerthall.com.au 
 

Å Brookfield Place, on St Georges Terrace, has quite a few new bars which are nice to visit after work or on the 
weekend. www.brookfieldplaceperth.com 

 

Å The Bird (Williams St, Northbridge) is a great bar and venue for local live music. Mechanics Institute, Sneaky 
Tony's are also great in Northbridge http://www.williamstreetbird.com/  

 

Å Greenhouse Bar at 100 St Georges Terrace is amazing. They have great craft beers on tap along with nice 
food which is all grown themselves! 

 

Å Mojos ð iconic bar and live music venue in North Fremantle, something happening every night of the week with 
lots of great local acts http://www.mojosbar.com.au/  

 

 

Tips from past interns 
 

General 
 

Å WA law only recognises Australian drivers licences, passports and WA proof of age cards as ID. 
 

Å Try to stay in the suburbs such as Fremantle or Northbridge, as the CBD is pretty lifeless outside of office 
hours. Anywhere along the train line is good.  If you are looking for an active, bustling city vibe, East Perth will 
disappoint.  Fremantle is a great area to be based, only 20 minutes by train to the CBD, close to the beach, 
and thereõs always a party on. 

 

Å That said, Perth is extremely sprawled and public transportation is still lagging behind, so location is 
everything. Depending on the suburb, it can take hours to public transport to and from the host organisation. 
Finding accomodation that is either near the city centre or within walking distance to a train-line or bus port is 

http://www.moonlight.com.au/
http://www.carnegies.net/
http://www.thegrosvenorperth.com.au/
http://www.thequeens.com.au/
http://www.universalbar.com.au/
http://www.belgianbeer.com.au/
http://www.perthconcerthall.com.au/
http://www.brookfieldplaceperth.com/
http://www.williamstreetbird.com/
http://www.mojosbar.com.au/
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recommending by many. Also, even though a suburb might only be 20 minutes from the CBD, there are high 
chances it may well be in an industrial zone, so a bit of research into the suburbs that best fit the expectations 
of the interns would be a good place to start when looking into accommodation options. 

 

Å Future non-Indigenous interns should enter their internship being aware of the country and community on which 
they live and work, so that in introductions or meeting acquaintances for the first time they can acknowledge 
the name of the traditional owners of that land, even if they are not a member of that community. For example, 
instead of saying òMy name is Jo from Sydneyó, say, òMy name is Jo and I live and work on Eora country of 
the Gadigal peopleó, or something similar. 

 

Å Meals can be more expensive than other states. Buying food to prepare meals yourself is a much cheaper 
option. 

 

Å WA is still on limited Sunday trading hours, which means most shops wonõt be open, so you have to do any 
shopping either late night or on Saturday. Make sure you are aware of opening hours so you donõt get caught 
out. 

 

Å Consider buying a cheap bike from Ebay or Gumtree. Perth is very accessible when on wheels and they can 
be taken on trains for longer trips. Alternatively, you can hire a bike for around $250 for the six weeks. You 
can also hire a scooter for around $500. 

 
Å There is a cycle path that runs beside the train line from Fremantle to Perth city. 
 

Å Outdoor activities are a major part of the recreation culture in Perth, so itõs a good idea for summer interns to 
plan some beach time in their breaks. 

 

Å The winter mornings in Perth can be chilly so take a coat. 
 

Å There is a list of restaurants in Perth offering free Wi-Fi at the Visitorõs Centre, Town Hall. 
 

Å Transport - Smartrider will save you 15% each trip. Can only be reloaded at Perth Central or Fremantle. 
 

 
 

Aboriginal Health Council of Western Australia (AHCWA) 
Å AHCWA is located on Beaufort Street, Highgate.  The location is very accessible both by public transport and 

by car.  Busses regularly stop right out the front of the organisation and it is pretty easy to find free parking 
in the back streets behind the office. 
 

Å Beaufort St is nice to walk along during your lunch break to get some sunshine. 
 

Å Highgate has lots of high quality food/restaurants however they are a little pricey (especially for a student). 
Recommend bringing lunch if possible because AHCWA has a well-equipped staffroom. Also eating lunch with 
the staff there from different areas within the organisation was a valuable experience.  AHCWA has a really 
welcoming and fun workplace culture. 
 

Å Every Monday morning there is a staff meeting so that everyone is aware of what is going on in each 
department. 

 

Å Just show up with the right attitude, they are a very accommodating workplace 
 

Å Past internsõ tasks have included: 
o Researching existing youth health strategies at local, state and national levels 
o Writing reports in response to WAs methamphetamine action plan, and the issues surround My Health 

Record and Aboriginal data sovereignty. 

 

Aboriginal Legal Service WA (ALSWA), Perth 
Å If you are going to intern with Care & Protection, check with your supervisor if you will need a Working With 

Children Check as soon as you find out about your placement. 
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Central Desert Native Title Services (CDNTS) 
 

Å CDNTS is made up of three parts of the organisation, and the legal team is fairly small. 
 

Å Central Desert is just outside the main business district, a few minutesõ walk from Mcyver train station 
(Claisbrook station and Perth Central station are also less than 10 mins walk away). It takes about 10 mins to 
walk into the city centre and 5 minutes to the East Perth café strip.  

 

Å If you stop at the Claisebrook station, you will enter the back of the CDNTS building from Royal Street. 
 
Å For interns who are traveling into Perth city and getting off at the Perth underground station, I found that 

catching the Yellow CAT rather than the Red CAT saved me time and walking distance. The Yellow CAT takes 
you about 4-5 stops and drops you at ôWellington Squareõ which is just on the opposite side the park that 
CDNTS is on: do be careful though, as the park is notorious for violence after dark.  

 

Å If you are driving to the office remember to register to use the carpark at reception, the City of Perth can give 
out infringements to unregistered cars. 

 
 

Å As for where it is best to stay if youõre coming to Perth, it depends how far you are prepared to travel ð but 
essentially Perth city bus/train stations are usually just a short walk away so you can plan the public transport. 
Some good suburbs nearby to live in would be East Perth, South Perth, Nedlands, Subiaco, Northbridge, 
Murdoch, Cottesloe ð plus all their neighbouring suburbs ð but essentially near the city would be ideal. 

 

Å Before you begin your internship, spend a few hours looking at the map for the geographical area you are 
about to be dealing with, and practice reading and saying out loud the different locations. I found some locations 
were pronounced very differently to the way they were written, and it led to confusion when transcribing client 
interviews and understanding general conversation around the office. 

 

Å It would be helpful to do some pre-arrival research about native title law and the basic concepts and cases, 
which should be read as background. 

 

Å Recommended reading: Clare Landõs ôDecolonising Solidarityõ. 
 
Å If you don't want to read a lot before starting, definitely take the time to look on Youtube for videos relating to 

different claim groups. I watched Rabbit Proof Fence, and some videos about sacred country in one claim I was 
working on (on the advice of my supervisor), which definitely helped in building my understanding. I was given a 
copy of Putuparri and the Rainmakers to watch on my arrival. I would thoroughly recommend people watching 
this prior to starting for some context. 

 
 
Å It is best for an intern/Aurora to check that the supervisor(s) they are dealing with will actually still be at 

CDNTS when the intern is there.  Check before starting the internship.  The other thing is that a supervisor who 
is a lawyer may well be away on country when the intern starts and you will need to be self-directed in your 
work. 
 

Å Central Desert has a terrific induction routine and a very warm and welcoming work culture. It is a good idea 
to be friendly in return. Many of the staff even those doing non-legal work would inquire into what I was 
working on. It is important to show respect and ask them about their work too. Saying good morning to the 
staff when you arrive is just one example of how you can show that you are also friendly. 
 

Å Donõt be afraid to ask questions. The staff at CDNTS are very passionate about the areas and people they 
work for and they have an immense amount of knowledge of the history of the area and the people who live 
there. As CDNTS deals with huge amount of land in the Western Desert it can be daunting on understand 
exactly what needs to be done and why. Asking questions allowed me to understand exactly what I was doing 
and the region it was relevant to. 

 

Å If you are placed in winter, you may participate in field trips in the middle of the Central Desert and, under 
these circumstances, reception for your phone or internet will probably be limited. Though connectivity is not 
required, if you would like to stay connected, one suggestion is to have a NextG Telstra Phone so that you can 
have better coverage. Also, most of the staff carry their laptops with them on fieldtrips, so feel free to take 
yours as well. In doing so, if you want to access the internet you may need to purchase a Telstra USB internet 
modem and an additional aerial for better coverage. 
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Å Make sure you bring clothes that are appropriate for central WA, in case you have the opportunity to go on 
country. It gets very hot in summer and very cold in winter. Either way, clothes should be loose, comfortable and 
not too fancy (not least because they will certainly get covered in red dirt). If the opportunity to go on country 
arises, CDNTS has some handy documents drawn up about trips to country that would be useful to read before 
going on fieldtrips. 

 

Å In winter the legal offices are generously heated (politely meaning they are overheated and very warm).  It is 
best to dress in light layers of clothing to remove as the heat builds up.   

 
Å In some areas Central Desert travels to there is an increased risk of certain diseases so it is a good idea to 

make sure immunisations are up to date; just visit your GP before you leave and tell them you may be 
travelling to remote Indigenous communities and see what they recommend. 

 
Å After undertaking a field trip, Central Desert often allow you to come in later the next morning as you often fly 

back into Perth after 8pm. It is a good idea to take the chance to have a sleep-in if a late start is offered by 
your supervisor, as it takes a while for your body to adjust from travelling (particularly as meetings on country 
can be so intensive). 

 

Å You can request your own key to the office if needed. 
 
Å The office usually run soup and curry days on Mondays, so make sure you have spare change (between $3-

$5) so you can share lunch with everyone.  
 

Å There are plenty of good coffee stops and sushi places just behind the CDNTS office. CDNTS provides you with 
an excellent map of where everything is during the induction. 

  
Å The local IGA has wonderful and affordable curry. It is only a five minute walk, and there is a beautiful park 

nearby with a lake and several water fountains.  
 

Å The Japanese place for lunch just around the corner from CDNTS has amazing teriyaki fish. Going and reading 
a book in the sun at Perth City Farm is a wonderful way to relax over lunch. 

 

Å If you are doing genealogy work, you will likely be using OmniGraffle software. 
 

Å As lightweight as this may sound, in winter time the legal offices are generously heated (politely meaning they 
are overheated and very warm).  It is best to dress in light layers of clothing to remove as the heat builds up. 

 

 

Cross Country Native Title Services  
 

Å This host does not currently have a website. Past interns suggest getting in touch with them before the 
placement to find out more about the organisation and the kind of work that you would be undertaking. 
 

Å You are required to bring your own laptop. 
 

Å Expect a really relaxed atmosphere with a moderate pace you'll really enjoy. As long as you give your best, 
you'll do just fine. 

 

Å It's right in the middle of the city, there are arcades, Asian restaurants, fast food - anything you can think of. 
 

Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries ð Aboriginal Culture 

and History WA (DLGSCI-ACHWA) ð formally the Department of Aboriginal Affairs 
 

Å The Yellow Cat bus can be caught from the Wellington street bus station in the city and stops right outside of 
the DAA building. You can also get off earlier at the Wellington Fair bus stop and cut across Wellington park, 
which saves some time. 

 

Å The closest train station is Claisebrook, which is a 5-minute walk to the office. 
 

Å The public transport costs are very high, so try and stay somewhere as close as possible to East Perth. 
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Å If you need to drive, there is a public car park across the road (approximately $13 for the day). Parking is 

very limited. 
 

Å The DAA AACSC is a fairly formal section within the DAA. Suits are not necessary but the standard of dress is 
higher than in other areas. 

 
Å Be aware that your role may change frequently and be prepared for some interesting challenges. 
 

Å If you are assigned with a separate research task, I would recommend asking your colleagues for as much 
information as possible before you try and figure out everything for yourself. Not only does this mean that you 
will have a better start on the project, but it is a chance to build a rapport with the other members of your 
team, or colleagues in other areas that you might not encounter otherwise. Also, be friendly and chatty to 
colleagues in all departments. My best contacts were made not in the legal section, but in many other 
departments within my host organisation. People are willing to help and mentor young students, make the most 
of it. 

 

Å Ask everybody about how the organisation works, where they work and where they fit in in the overall 
structure. Itõs not a stupid question, most people donõt know themselves and they love to talk about the politics 
of the organisation, the different ministers that have overseen it and the difficulties in Indigenous affairs. The 

staff were all very supportive and willing to assist if I had any questions, or share their own stories ð take 
every opportunity to have a chat and share your own story. 
 

Å Don't forget 'casual Fridays' dress, and don't forget to take your door pass every day! 
 

Å Read the 'What's on' daily email that goes out - there are very interesting articles on poignant topics. 
 

Å The sushi place up the road has gluten free soy sauce. 
 

Å Always take up an offer for coffee or lunch with your team or co-workers, even if itõs just a 10-minute break 
to walk up the road. 

 

Å Expect to do a lot of research. 
 

 

Goldfields Land and Sea Council (GLSC) 
 

Å The Perth Office is now at:  Level 4, 251 St Georges Terrace PERTH WA 6000. It is quite a walk to the city 
centre and the courts - so I would recommend taking a bus down (which are within the free transit zone). 

 
Å For those working in Perth, Hay Street Backpackers is in a great location and is in walking distance to the 

office. www.hostelz.com/hostel/11685-Hay-Street-Backpackers 
 

Å The bus takes a long time to get to East Perth in the morning and leaving in the evening due to the presence of 
extensive construction works in the CBD at the present. A map of the current roadworks can be found at 
www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/usingroads/roadtrafficinformation/roadworksclosures/pages/ cbdprojects.aspx 

 
Å It is much easier and faster to catch the free CAT buses to East Perth than to travel down St Georges Terrace in 

the morning. All buses that are on St Georges Terrace are free and run all day up and down the terrace. 
 

Å If you are offered a trip to the Head Office, take it up, and follow it up as staff are busy, some days you may 
be forgotten and you may miss your chance. 

 

Å Favourite sandwich place was called ôToastface Grillahõ and coffee place was ôMoõs Espressoõ! Within walking 
distance from the Perth Office are Cloisters Square and Shafto Lane. Both locations provide great options to 
go have lunch, and are very popular with office workers. 

 

Å The Perth office is right on the edge of the city and itõs easier to pack lunch than to go out and buy it. 
 

Å On the dresscode - the GLSC office is more casual than expected. You donõt need to rock up in a suit.  Neat, 
conservative and modest clothing is appropriate. Friday is casual-dress day and jeans are commonplace. 

 

Å The best aspects of the program are that you are able to gain an unvarnished view of what working in native 
title law involves, and are able to learn from your mentorsõ experiences. During my placement I was confronted 
with the many obstacles, challenges and frustrations that NTRBs face, which has given me a whole new level of 
respect for people working in native title. 

http://www.hostelz.com/hostel/11685-Hay-Street-Backpackers
http://www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/usingroads/roadtrafficinformation/roadworksclosures/pages/
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Å Socialize with people at the office, GLSC has a multicultural environment where people are incredibly 
friendly. It is a great opportunity to meet people who have been in the sector for a number of years and 
from whom you might learn quite a bit. Particularly, get to know the anthropology consultants, you can learn 
a lot from them. Just go and have a chat with them. Donõt be afraid to ask questions and make friends with 
your colleagues. I have found that lunchtime conversations were one of the most revealing and educational 
times for me during my internship. 

 

 

Å A tip for future interns would be to ôtest the watersõ on their first day- take note of whether the staff follow a 
set ô9 to 5õ schedule or if their work hours vary according to what projects they are working on. 

 

Å Research some major native title cases that had previously succeeded or failed. For example, an extract of 
Lindgren Jõs judgement in the Wongatha land claim might be useful as a point of reference for future interns. 

 

Å Keep in contact where possible with supervisors and staff at your host organisation. My supervisor and 
colleagues have been really helpful and encouraging with regards to finding work in the area, offering 
references and advice, and even help with job applications. 

 

Å GLSC has two offices, Kalgoorlie office has more staff, and most of the administrative and project assistance is 
located there. There is also a permanent heritage section. The Perth office has less staff, but it houses the 
majority of the legal staff. The Perth office staff visit Kalgoorlie on a regular basis and all of the claim group 
meetings (at which the lawyers get instructions) are conducted in Kalgoorlie or a surrounding town. 

 

Å Offices that are based in the city centres will not usually be involved in much hands-on anthropological 
research. My experience as an Anthropology intern mostly involved converting research that had been done 
ôon-siteõ into a digital, readable format. 

 

Å State at the start of the placement what you would like to gain from the internship, so that both your 
supervisor and yourself are on the same page. 

 

Å If you are confused about any instructions you receive, make sure you ask your supervisor for clarification 
before you start a task. 

 

 

National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT) 
 

Å I would recommend interns doing some light reading: an article òGetting the most out of the future act 
processó, which is written by Deputy President Sumner, and discusses the whole process. www.nntt.gov. 
au/News-and-Communications/Speeches-and-Papers/Pages/Getting_the_most_out_of_the_future_act_ 
process.aspx 
 

Å Ask as many questions as you can - the staff are eager to assist you with understanding something or to talk 
about the work they do, and you might have an opportunity come up that you weren't expecting. 

 

Å The Government House gardens (next door) are a bit of an oasis in the busy city. They are stunning place to sit 
and have a quiet lunch if you're in need of some fresh air and greenery. 

 

Å Lots of people walk down the Causeway at lunchtime, and the path next to the water is particularly beautiful 
on a still day. Just cross the road from the Federal Court buildings. 

 

 

South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council (SWALSC) 
 

Å The Department of Aboriginal Affairs website; the Department of Regional Development & Department of 

Lands websites; the National Native Title Tribunal website and particularly the Environmental Defenderõs 
Office website can be particularly useful for research. 

Å ôItõs Still In My Heart, This is My Countryõ is a book about Noongar culture and heritage written to support the 
South West Noongar Native Title Claim by SWALSC researchers and is probably more of interest to 
anthropology interns than legal interns because of the current progress of the Noongar settlement, but is 
useful to all interns for background, historical and cultural information. It is quite dense though. 

Å Also for historical background is Nyungar Tradition by Lois Tilbrook (about Noongar family and social 
history); and For Their Own Good by Anna Haebich (about the history of Aboriginal peoples in WA). 
Optional but also related is Spinning the Dream by Anna Haebich (about Aboriginal assimilation in Australia 

http://www.nntt.gov/
http://www.nntt.gov/
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1950-1970). 

Å If you are doing a legal internship you should read the case Bennell v the State of WA which is the Federal 
Court decision recognising the existence of the Noongar Nation and their potential native title rights.  

Å The office is really close (about 5 minutes walk) to Beckenham station on the Armadale line (next stop after 
Cannington). If you can find out the station closest to your accommodation and take it to the city, then take the 
Armadale line on a train running all stations or the C stopping pattern. I recommend taking the train over 
trying to drive and get through traffic on the freeway - it should be cheaper, take less time and youõll see 
more of Perth that way. 

Å SWALSC is located behind a group of shopping centres on Albany Hwy, Cannington. Just look for the big 
yellow building (which is JB HiFi) ð it is behind there.  Keep reception or your supervisorõs number on hand in 
case you get lost trying to find the building! 

Å There is plenty of parking outside the office if you are driving but donõt leave vehicles there overnight as 
staff have had their cars broken into. 

Å There is a Muzz Buzz almost across the road, which has good but expensive takeaway coffee, and a Subway 
and The Food Bar cafe just across the carpark. The Food Bar does coffee, sandwiches, paninis, salads, 

burgers and hot food. Cannington Markets are on the other side of Albany Highway for cheap groceries. If 
you have access to a car, Carousel Shopping Centre is only a two minute drive down Albany Hwy and has a 
wide selection of food available in their food court. 

Å The office has a fridge, toaster, sandwich press, microwave, Nutri-Bullet smoothie maker - bringing lunch is a 
good option, particularly as itõs a semi industrial area with limited food options. There is a staff common room 
next to the kitchen and a shaded outdoor seating area as well. 

Å If you have your birthday on placement itõs a tradition that the birthday boy/girl brings in a cake. 

Å No one is going to dock points for enthusiasm. Show initiative, be assertive and ask for more work. Even when 
you have work, make sure there is a backup. 

Å Be prepared to do a lot of reading when you get there. It is important to get a good grasp of the work that 
has been completed to date and what stage of the claims process you are coming in at.  

Å The SWALSC website is up to date and very useful for background information on the history of the Noongar 
People, the background to the South West Settlement and the current position. They also publish their annual 
reports online ð reading the latest one will help you understand what each department has been working on 
the past year, and also help you identify whoõs who at SWALSC and what their role is. Itõs a good idea to 
read the whole website before you get there so you have a basic understanding to build on. Read the Quick 
Guide and/or Summary Guide which are published on the website for details of the Settlement. 

Å Office hours are generally 9-4.30 with half an hour for lunch but can be flexible if you ask. Check with your 
supervisor what hours they want you to work. 

Å Dress code is office smart however suits are not necessary. Fridays are casual. You will need to dress formally 
if going to court. 

Å SWALSC is going through a transitional stage at the moment due to Government budget cuts and because if 
the South West Settlement goes through then the role of SWALSC as an NT rep body will essentially be 
redundant. Voluntary redundancies have already taken place and several people have left. It is intended 
that SWALSC will change from a NT representative body to an overarching NT body corporate to oversee 
and support the 6 agreement areas body corporates in managing the Noongar land and trust and preserving 
the body of Noongar heritage and anthropological material collected during the Settlement process. The 
organisation will change drastically and many staff will lose their jobs. Please be sensitive to this when 
engaging with staff.  

Å The Legal team has also been restructured to take on slightly different roles and responsibilities from January.  

Å Whole of office staff meetings are usually fortnightly on Monday mornings. 

Å Social Club drinks are fortnightly on a Friday afternoon (listen for the horn!) at the office and cost $4. 

Å To find out more about Noongar culture see www.noongarculture.org.au for Kaartdijin Noongar (Noongar 
Knowledge), a heritage and culture website set up by SWALSC. 

Å There is a very detailed audiovisual site on Native Title and the Mabo case here: 
http://www.nfsa.gov.au/digitallearning/mabo/home.shtml. 
 

Å Another good site is www.creativespirits.info for historical and native title background. 

http://www.nfsa.gov.au/digitallearning/mabo/home.shtml
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Western Desert Lands Aboriginal Corporation (WDLAC) 
Å As YMAC and WDLAC are on the same floor and in the same environment, the tips for YMAC interns extend to 

WDLAC interns.  When preparing for WDLAC, do some research on YMAC as thereõs a high degree of 

crossover 

Å Tasks may include: organising and digitising records (including maps), native title and anthropological 

research, attending meetings. 

 

Å Possibly get in touch with your supervisor a week before, to confirm that everything is ready for when you 

start.  

 

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) 
 

Å The Perth YMAC office is located on the main street of the CBD, and is very easily accessible by bus, and a ten 
minute walk from the main Perth train station. East is a Vietnamese cafe right behind the building. The easiest 
entrance to the new YMAC office is off St Georges Tce by walking through Allendale Square to the building 

behind and taking lift to Level 8. 
 

Å The office is fairly informal, so no need to wear a suit, although it can be useful to have one on hand if you are 
invited to the NNTT for mediation, although it is not strictly required. Fridays are casual days and jeans or 
dresses are acceptable. 

 
Å Review their website to understand the 'claim team' structure & endeavour to find out about what each 

department does & how they are responsible to each other (generally there is the Anths, Lawyers, Archs & 
Heritage Survey). 

 

Å Bring a pad and pen on the first day to take notes during all the inductions. 
 
Å The Office is close to the Government House Gardens, which are open on some days from 12-2pm. Keep an 
eye out for this, as itõs a great place to take your lunch break. 

 
Å Keep an eye and ear out for any tasks which you want to do and believe you will enjoy- you will be able to 

do these the most efficiently, which benefits yourself and the organisation. 
 

Å Get involved in lunchtime sports in the workplace, itõs a great way to meet people. 
 

Å If travelling on country to meet claimants, it is important not to wear anything too revealing. 
 

Å Bidyadanga community: don't bring black pants, bring cargo pants. You'll need the pockets and they'll get 
dirty. Bring boots, preferably steel capped ones. You'll need a Telstra SIM and would benefit from a roaming 
internet stick/dongle (really really benefit). 

 
Å Be open minded and donõt be scared to communicate and get to know everyone in your office (even those that 

are not in your field of expertise) - you never know when you might need their help in something youõre 
working on. Try to talk to as many people within the office as possible as it is (usually) very interesting to find 
out what different people are working on. I personally found it insightful talking to anthropologists working at 
YMAC. Everyone is super friendly, so it's good to have a chat to everyone and find out how they got into 
Native Title, or the projects they're currently working on. 

 
Å Download the Wajarri Dictionary App. Wajarri is one of the local indigenous languages and the app was 

developed by Bundiyarra Language Centre, which YMAC has connections with.  
 

Å Ask lots of questions, soak up every bit of information you receive.  If you find yourself with nothing else to do, 
ask for books to read related to the organisation/Indigenous area to read in your spare time. 

 

Å There are good, cheap food options on Hay street, nearby 
 
Å Level 1 of YMAC's building has a brand new food court called the Underground that's really good, with a mix 

of Asian cuisines and they also do breakfasts. Magnolia's is also there and does amazing coffees and has 
lovely staff. There's also a Woolworths right across the road in the Enex building, and Mary St Bakery on the 
corner has amazing stuff too. 
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Å That said, buying your lunch everyday gets expensive so make your own ð buying some wraps and salad is an 
easy option, and you can utilize the YMAC kitchen. 
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Roebourne  

Roebourne, in the North West of Western Australia (WA), is the oldest town between Geraldton and Darwin and is 
situated 30 kilometres east of Karratha. Many fine old stone buildings still remain as a constant reminder of the 
early years. 
 
Roebourne land falls within the boundaries of the Ngaluma people. The Ngaluma land is from the Maitland River 
of approximately 6,400 sq km. The dominate language group in Roebourne are the Yindjibarndi. 

 
 
Climate 

 

The hottest temperature ever measured in the town was 49.4 °C (120.9 °F) on 21 December 2011.  

 

Roebourne tourist information 

Tourist Centre 
Old Gaol, 5 Queen Street, Roebourne WA 6718 
PO Box 248, Roebourne WA 6718 
P: +618 9182 1060 
Email: roetour@bigpond.net.au  

 

 
 
Tips from past interns 
 

Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation (YAC) 
 

Å If you're interning at YAC, be self-driven in your work and proactive about seeking advice and more tasks - 
there's a lot of space for autonomy, which I really valued, but it might not be to everyone's liking. 

 
Å The intern MUST be able to drive a MANUAL land cruiser. This is the only transport to get to and from work. 
 
Å The intern MUST be comfortable with 4wd'ing on unsealed roads and through a bush environment. 
 
Å Given that the accommodation location was a Mining Village, and the rooms are shared in pairs. I would 

recommend the interns were male, or at least comfortable in a predominantly male environment 
 

Å The price of living is fairly high compared to cities or rural areas but probably reasonable compared too 
other remote areas.  

 

Å Roebourne is not safe after dark. Try not to spend much time away from community buildings, especially if you 
donõt have a respected local person with you. It is quite safe inside or near community buildings. 

 

Å Karratha is relatively sage, has good facilities and a decent social scene considering the remote location. 
However, prices at bars and restaurants are very high. Public transport is basically nonexistent. 

mailto:roetour@bigpond.net.au
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South organisations 

Albany 

Albany weather 
 

Temperature 

Summer: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 14°C to an average maximum of 25°C Winter: 

Temperatures range from an average minimum of 8°C to an average maximum of 16°C 

 

Climate 

Albany has a Mediterranean-type climate with generally warm summers and cool, wet winters. The city is 

situated on what is promoted as the ôRainbow Coastõ which is an appropriate title given the significant 

frequency of cool cloudy days with drizzle or showers. 
 

 

Albany tourist information 
 

Tourist  office 

Albany Visitors Centre 

Old Railway Station, 55 Proudlove Parade 

Phone: 08 9841 9290 

Website: www.amazingalbany.com.au/pages/amazing-albany-home 
 

 

Albany medical information 
 

Medical services 

Albany Regional Hospital Warden Avenue, Albany Phone: 08 9892 2222 

Website: www.health.wa.gov.au 
 

 

Albany Police Station 
 

Police services 
 

Albany Police Station 

210 Stirling Terrace, Albany 

Phone: 08 9892 9300 or 13 14 44 
 

 

Albany transport 
 

Bus 

Loves Bus Service travels Monday to Saturday between the city centre and some of the 

outlying suburbs including Middleton Beach, Emu Point, Lockyer and Spencer Park. 

Timetables are available from the Albany Visitor Centre. 

 
Bike 

Bikes are available for hire and there are several bike paths in Albany providing access 

for cyclists from the city centre to some of the more popular locations. Pick up a copy of 

ôGo Cycle amazingalbanyõ from the Albany Visitors Centre or contact the Love Bus 

Service on 08 9841 1211. 

http://www.amazingalbany.com.au/pages/amazing-albany-home
http://www.health.wa.gov.au/
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Taxi 

Albany City Cabs and Transport: 08 9841 7000 

 
Car 

The most direct route from Perth is via Albany Highway - a distance of 409kms taking about four and a half 

hours to drive. 

 
By air 

Skywer  Airlines flies three times daily from the Perth domestic terminal to Albany airport. The flight last one 

hour and is the quickest way to travel to Albany from Perth www.skywest.com.au 
 

 

Food and shopping in Albany 
 

Shopping 

There  are a few supermarkets in Albany, so you shouldnõt have any problem finding places to stock up on 

stores. Hereõs a couple of the bigger ones: 

Å Woolworths (Cnt Chester Pass & Catalina Road) 
 

Å Coles (38 Albany Highway) 
 

Å Supa IGA (216-218 North Road), IGA on Spencer Park (2 Hardie Road) and IGA on York Street 
 

Å Supermarkets are open 7days a week 
 

Å Late night shopping is on Thursday night. Other days all shops (including supermarkets) are closed by 

6pm. 
 

 

Dining out in Albany 
 

Å 14 Peels Place is a place that prides themselves on using premium local produce. They do breakfasts, 

morning tea, lunch, afternoon tea and on occasion private dinner parties. Open 7days (8.30-4pm). 
 

Å Bay Merchants (18 Adelaide Crescent) is a foodies paradise. It is open from 6am to 6pm everyday 

(except public holidays). 
 

Å Libert  at the London (162 Stirling Terrace): amazing venue with wonderful food and coffee. The 

atmosphere is incredible and the service is great. I also loved the beautiful antique furniture and the 

open warm fireplace - stunning. Opening hours: Mon-Tue (8.30-7.00pm) and Wed-Sat (8.30-til late). 
 

Å Vancouver Cafe & Store (65 Vancouver Street): overlooking Princess Royal Harbour away from the hustle 

and bustle of town.  This cozy cafe has great food, exceptional coffee and wonderful staff. Opening 

hours are Monday to Sunday (7.30-3.30pm) and Thursday evenings for soup and pizza. 
 

Å Golden Town Chinese  Restaurant (Cnr Aberdeen & Fredrick Streets): Dine in or Take away. All you can 

eat buffet menu for lunch ($10 each)and dinner ($16 each). Groups bookings are welcome and is BYO. 
 

Å Lime 303 (303 Middleton Road): offers a fresh new taste and style in the dining scene. This recently 

renovated eatery is famous for its different take on modern Australian cuisine. Open Monday to Friday 

(6.30-9.30am for breakfast and 5.00-9.00pm for dinner). 
 

Å Mean Fiddler (132 York Street): awesome food (a range of fresh seafood, steak, pasta, chicken, veal, 

lambshanks and mouth watering desserts), great service, excellent wine selection to choose from and a 

family friendly restaurant. Open Monday to Saturday from 12.00noon to late. Menu priced from $5 -

$42. 
 

Å Coffee will not be cheaper than $4 and the best cafes are; Kateõs place (Stirling Tce), 14 Peels plc, 

the Liberte Bar, Vancouver Arts Cafe and Frederickõs. 
 

 

http://www.skywest.com.au/
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Entertainment in Albany 
 

Sights and activities 

Å Check out the Vancouver Arts Centre (Historical building and arts gallery) www.albany.wa.gov.au/ 

facilities/vancouver-arts-centre 
 

Å Weekend markets are; farmers market (Saturday) and boatshed markets (Sunday). 
 

Å Link up to the Facebook page; ôAlbany eat, sleep, playõ for all the notices of whatõs happening each week. 
 

Å The Leisure centre has a range of gym/swimming options and group classes which are not too expensive, 

a multi-pass is also available. 
 

Å There  are plenty of family friendly beaches around the southern coastline. Middleton Beach, Frenchman 

Bay and Emu Point have BBQ, playgrounds, toilets and changing facilities. Other good beaches include 

Little Beach, Gull Rock, Fisheries Beach and Goode Beach. 
 

Å The National Parks in Albany area provide a wide range of bushwalking tracks for all types of walking 

ability. Take a camera, water bottle, comfy shoes and someone to share the experience with. 
 

Å The Old Strawberry Hill Farm (Middleton Road) is open daily from 10-4pm. The money raised from 

entrance fees is used to preserve and maintain the farm. You can stroll around the gardens and visit the 

tea rooms for free. www.nationaltrust.org.au/wa/old -farm-strawberry-hill 
 

Å The Western Australian Museum, Albany (Harbour Foreshore, Residency Road) is open daily from 10- 

4.30pm. http:// museum.wa.gov.au/museums/albany 
 

Å The Amity Trail - a heritage walk through the town of Albany. The trail takes about 30mins (allow longer 

if you visit the museums). The trail starts in York Street at York House. Details of the walk and maps 

can be obtained from the visitors centre. 

 
Festivals and events 

Å January: Wignalls Winery Vintage Blues Festival 
 

Å March: Strawberry Farm Fair and Albany Classic (car race) 
 

Å April: Festival of Albany, Great Southern Wine Festival and Offshore Fishing Classic 
 

Å September: The Wild Flower festival 
 

Å November: Summer Street Fair 
 

 

Nightlife in Albany 
 

Cinema 

Å Orana Cinemas (451 Albany Highway): has recently installed RealD 3D systems across each of the 

four locations in WA. All cinemas showing mainstream movies and open 7days a week. 

www.oranacinemas. com.au/albany.htm 

 

 

Pubs and Bars 

Å Premier Hotel (Cnr York Street and Grey Street): Also known as ôThe Premõ, based on good company, 

live music and a pub to come down and have a good time. There is also a restaurant onsite with a 

good menu.  Open 7days a week and the hours are 11am until late (restaurant opens 11am - 2pm for 

lunch and dinner is 5.30pm - 9pm). 
 

Å Earl Spencer Historic Inn (60 Earl Street): Historic Family Friendly Pub and Restaurant with childrenõs 

play area. The Earl of Spencer has been serving Albany since 1884 and the bar is over 120 years old 

and made of solid Jarrah. Open daily from 12noon until late (the restaurant closes at 8.30pm except 

on Sundays it closes at 4pm). 
 

http://www.albany.wa.gov.au/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.au/wa/old-farm-strawberry-hill
http://museum.wa.gov.au/museums/albany
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Å White Star Hotel (72 Stirling Terrace): owned by Southern Brewing Co. and is one of Albanyõs first 

local Breweries. This pub is definitely worth a visit, a great place for lunch, dinner and drinks with 

some friends. Open daily from 11am to late. 
 

 

Tips from past interns 
 
General 

 

Å Organise a car if you can. There are lots of incredible surrounding coastline walks and beaches. 

Nearby coastal towns are also worth a visit, however a lot easier with a car. 

 

Aboriginal Legal Service WA (ALSWA), Albany 
Å Come to ALS Albany with an open mind and a willingness to create a friendly relationship with the 

people you will be working with.  The office is an inclusive and friendly environment. 
 

Å Work completed by interns may be a mix of administrative (photocopying, data entry, filing, 
answering phones) and legal tasks. You can expect to observe court proceedings and client 
interviews. 

 

Family Violence Prevention Legal Service (FVPLS) 
 

Å There are frequent buses to and from Albany, and the office is located in the city centre, so if you are 

staying in the city centre you can walk to work. 
 

Å For accommodation I would recommend near York St in the historical area. 
 

Å Ask to get taken around the office by someone so you can get a feel for the variety of services offered 

at Southern Aboriginal Corporation. Although the FVPLS is one service they offer, there are many other 

areas whoõs staff you may work with so it will be good to know who they are. 
 

Å Take your time when given a task, the solicitor will let you know if there is a deadline to be met. Use 

your initiative to find things to do that would be helpful to the organisation if you find yourself at a 

loose end. 
 

Å Albany weather is generally cooler than Perth so be prepared with warmer clothes and an umbrella 

may come in handy too. 
 

Å The FVPLS website provides a great skeleton of what they do and the resources they have to offer. 
 

Å Denmark is only about 50km away and is great for a weekend trip. You can follow the South Coast 

Highway and stop at the many food, art and cider producers along the way. 
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Goldfields organisations 

Kalgoorlie-Boulder 

 

Kalgoorlie weather 
 

Temperature 

Summer: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 16°C to an average maximum of 34°C. But keep 

in mind that you will get weeks of 41°C and above, sometimes reaching 46°C. If you are in Kalgoorlie in 

summer, bring very light and cool clothing. You will not be able to wear jeans without suffering. 

Winter: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 5°C to an average maximum of 17°C. Kalgoorlie 

is on the edge of a desert, so it gets very hot in summer and very cold in winter. Make sure if you are here in 

winter you bring thick jumpers and coats, and socks. The days will be nice but the nights get frosty cold. 

 
Climate 

Kalgoorlie-Boulder  has a dry climate with hot summers and cool winters. The average annual rainfall is 

260mm on an average of 65 days and, while the average rainfall is fairly evenly distributed throughout the 

year, there is considerable variation from year to year. 
 

 

Kalgoorlie tourist information 
 

Tourist Office 

Kalgoorlie Goldfields Visitor Centre 

Address: Kalgoorlie Town Hall, corner Hannan and Wilson Street, Kalgoorlie 

Phone: 08 9021 1966 

Fax: 08 9021 2180 

Email: visitors@kalgoorlie.com 

Website: www.kalgoorlietourism.com 
 

 

Kalgoorlie medical information 
 

Main Office 

Kalgoorlie Bega Garnbirringu Health Service 

Address: Piccadilly Street, Kalgoorlie 

Phone: 08 9080 5888 

Fax: 08 9080 5444 

Email: goldfields@health.wa.gov.au 

Website: www.bega.org.au 

 

Kalgoorlie transport 
 

Bus 

Goldenlines Bus Service, 108 Boulder Road, Kalgoorlie. 

Phone: 08 9021 2655. 
 

Train 

Rail Australia operates rail links to Perth and Kalgoorlie on ôThe Prospectorõ. Go to 
www.railaustralia.com.au/prospector.php for timetables and information or telephone 1300 66 22 05. 

 

Great Southern Rail: The Indian Pacific operates a rail link between Perth and Sydney (stopping at Kalgoorlie). 

mailto:visitors@kalgoorlie.com
http://www.kalgoorlietourism.com/
mailto:goldfields@health.wa.gov.au
http://www.bega.org.au/
http://www.railaustralia.com.au/prospector.php
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Go to www.gsr.com.au or more information or telephone 13 21 47.  
 
Taxi 

Twin City Cabs, 4 Cassidy Street, Kalgoorlie, telephone 08 9021 2177. 

Goldfields Taxis Pty Ltd, Oberthur Street, Kalgoorlie, telephone 08 9091 5233. 

 

Food and shopping in Kalgoorlie 
 

Shopping 

Å Boulder Market Day (Burt Street, Boulder): Local crafts and food are available at this market that 

operates from 10am to 1pm every third Sunday of each month 

www.marketsonline.com.au/boulder-market/76/  
 

Å The main street (Hannan Street) in Kalgoorlie is the major shopping district. Walk along the main road 

and you will see most of what you need. There is a Kmart, Target, Woolworths and Coles, as well as 

shops such as Diva, and a variety of clothing shops. 

 

Dining out in Kalgoorlie 
 

Å The Blue Monkey (418 Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie). They have a range of meals and they do a great 

breakfast. The Pancakes are recommended. The lunchtime menu includes salads, some amazing burgers 

and pastas. Also open for dinner. 
 

Å Judds Restaurant. A Kalgoorlie hotspot. Great on a Friday or Saturday night if you want to go out 

afterwards. You can either get a pizza downstairs and enjoy it whilst sitting in a refined looking pub, or 

go upstairs for a restaurant meal. Whilst upstairs you can sit on the balcony and eat, overlooking the 

main street. 
 

Å Kalgoorlie Krua Thai and Japanese Restaurant (84 Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie): Good Thai food, opens 

6pm until late, 7 days a week. The locals love this place. It has a great range of vegetarian and non- 

vegetarian options. The menu is large and diverse, the food is amazing. I recommend the sizzling pork, or 

the tempura battered vegetables with seaweed broth on the side. Yum! 
 

Å Bombay Palace (90 Egan Street, Kalgoorlie, telephone 08 9022 8028): Very, good Indian food with 

a range of vegetarian and non-vegetarian options. Anything you choose here will be a taste sensation. 

They have a banquet if you have a group of people, and I highly recommend this. They have also started 

opening for an ôAussieõ breakfast and lunch meals. You can get take away or eat in. 
 

Å Lunch Bowl in the Markets Arcade, opposite Coles. They have a salad bar where you can choose what 

you want in your sandwiches (they only use chicken breast, roast beef which they cook themselves, and 

other high quality ingredients). Otherwise, they do the traditional fried foods. Their home-made sausage 

rolls were once voted by a host on a popular Perth radio station as being the best he has ever had!! They 

also do home-made pasties which are highly recommended. Phone orders on 90217386. 
 

Å Dome cafe (The chain store). They do coffee, breakfast and lunches. 
 

Å Bliss Cafe (Graeme Street). If you ever get a chance to try their chocolate mudcake do NOT turn it down. 

Make sure it is heated up and get cream with it. You will feel sick, but itõs worth it. 
 

Å Paddyõs Ale House (Hannan Street). Local hotspot in the evenings. Good range of pub meals which are 

very popular or you can choose a buffet roast for a great price. 
 

Å Debernales (Hannan Street) is another iconic pub in Kalgoorlie that also serve meals - massive menu to 

choose from. 
 

Å In Kal there is a McDonalds, Hungry Jacks, KFC, Chicken Treat, Red Rooster and Subway, as well as 

Dominos and Pizza Hut. 
 

Å Judds Pub (aka the Kalgoorlie Hotel) (Hannan Street). This is a good place to start your night on a 

Saturday. They often have live music or a DJ. (No skimpies) 
 

Å De Bernales Tavern (Hannan Street). This is one of the most popular ôafter midnightõ places to be on a 

http://www.gsr.com.au/
http://www.marketsonline.com.au/boulder-market/76/
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Saturday night. (No skimpies) 
 

Å Hay St Lunch Bar. Close to GLSC and the food is fine and quite cheap. 
 

Å Golden India (corner Wilson Street and Hannan Street): Indian food. 

 
 

Entertainment in Kalgoorlie 
 

Sights and activities 

Å Australian Prospectors and Miners Hall of Fame (Goldfields Highway) www.collectionsaustralia.net/ 

org/1193/about  
 

Å Golden Quest Discovery Trail: A 965 kilometre outback adventure www.goldenquesttrail.com 
 

Å Karlkurla Bushland Park (Tindals Crescent): 4 km of walking trails through bushland, lookouts, wildflowers 

in season, sandalwood trees, picnic tables. 
 

Å Kalgoorlie Mine: òThe Golden Mile Superpit Lookoutó: the worldõs biggest single open cut mine. www. 

superpit.com.au. Worth a look. This superpit can be seen from space. 
 

Å Loopline Tourist Railway (Corner Burt and Hamilton Streets, Boulder): Tours of the surrounds of the 

Golden Mile in a train formerly used by gold miners. www.loopline.com.au 
 

Å Be sure to visit Morapoi one weekend. Itõs a remote station 2 hours north of Kalgoorlie, owned and run by 

a few Wongatha families. They are trying to be self-sufficient via tourism, and will show you an amazing 

time www.morapoi.com.au 
 

Å Questa Case (133 Hay Street, Kalgoorlie): Australiaõs Oldest Brothel. 
 

Å  Langtrees Brothel. (181 Hay Street, Kalgoorlie): Although (supposedly) not running as a brothel any 

more, you can go on a tour inside to see the differently themed rooms. It is meant to be fantastically 

decorated and worth a look. It is certainly something a bit different to do as well! 
 

Å Royal Flying Doctor Service of Australia (Kalgoorlie Boulder Airport) www.flyingdoctor.net 
 

Å St  Barbaraõs Festival is held in November/December each year celebrating the mining industry and ends 

with a street parade www.stbarbs.com.au 
 

Å The Little Boulder Sweet Shop (Burt Street, Boulder). They import candy from all over the world. They 

also have some tasty gift ideas if you are wanting to take gifts back to loved ones. 
 

Å If you are lucky enough to be in Kalgoorlie for Race Round, I recommend you go. It is a glitzy affair 

where you get dressed as if you were going to the Melbourne Cup (Hats and all). It starts at around 

midday and most people head into town afterwards. Itõs a great day, and if you like a bet on the horses 

it is even better. It is usually in the second week of September. Around 15,000 people come to town for 

this event, so if you need accommodation at this time you will NEED to book at least 3 months in advance 

to ensure you have accommodation. 
 

 

Nightlife in Kalgoorlie 
 

Cinemas 

Å Orana  Cinemas Kalgoorlie (Oswald Street). This cinema got a MASSIVE revamp a few years back, and 

is now very comparable to a city one in size and seating. 

 
Music, bars and nightclubs 

Å There are an astounding 36 pubs in Kalgoorlie. A great majority of them have òskimpyó bartenders who 

serve beer in their lingerie. 
 

Å Paddyõs Alehouse (Hannan Street). This is one of the most popular ôafter midnightõ place to be on a 

Saturday night. (No skimpies) 
 

Å The Exchange Hotel (Hannan Street). This bar is set up like a saloon, and can sometimes be just as rough. 

http://www.collectionsaustralia.net/
http://www.goldenquesttrail.com/
http://www/
http://www.loopline.com.au/
http://www.morapoi.com.au/
http://www.flyingdoctor.net/
http://www.stbarbs.com.au/
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But generally it is an interesting place to hang out because its bar tenders are skimpies. However, as far as 

Kalgoorlie skimpies go, this place probably has the most ôclass.õ Kalgoorlie youth tend to hang out here on 

a Saturday night. Especially since it is to the left of Paddyõs and you can internally walk in-between 

the two pubs. 
 

 

Tips from past interns 
 

General 
 

Å Many of the Aboriginal people in the Goldfields are quite religious (Christian), and generally have fond 

feelings towards Mount Margaret Mission. Interns should be careful about blasphemous language, or 

criticism of the missions etc. 
 

Å There is a list of restaurants offering free wifi at the Visitorõs Centre, Town Hall. 
 

Å If you go out on a Saturday night, there is a 12pm lock-out policy. Once you are in a pub after this time 

nobody can get in, and if you go outside you cannot get back in. This does not apply to Debernales though 

for some unusual reason, which is open usually until 2am. Also, do not be surprised by the fact that you 

cannot buy shots in Kalgoorlie bars. These were banned a few years back to try and prevent over- 

consumption of alcohol in Kalgoorlie. However if you go out in ôKal,õ you will find that it didnõt work. 
 

Å Be financially prepared as Kalgoorlie is extremely expensive. 
 
Å Kalgoorlie is a mining town as such there are very limited things to do but the place is quite alright. In winter 

bring warm clothes as it is extremely cold and surprisingly it rains a lot. 
 

 

Goldfields Land and Sea Council (GLSC) 
 

Å GLSC has two offices, Kalgoorlie office has more staff, and most of the administrative and project 

assistance is located there. There is also a permanent heritage section. The Perth office has less staff, but 

houses the majority of the legal staff. The Perth office staff visit Kalgoorlie on a regular basis and all of 

the claim group meetings are conducted in Kalgoorlie or a surrounding town. 
 

Å The Kalgoorlie office is closer to the claim groups, which means you are dealing with people from 

community every single day. Also, it means you have close contact with people from anthropology, 

heritage, future acts and the key administration staff, which widens your potential to be able to learn 

about all aspects of a NTRB. 
 

Å You may come across a fair amount of racism from Aboriginal people towards non-Aboriginal people in 

Kalgoorlie. This is one of the reasons that the GLSC is so important in Kalgoorlie. Donõt be surprised if you 

encounter this kind of behaviour outside of the GLSC. If it is related to your work, make sure you contact 

the Aurora placements team for advice or speak to a supervisor. 
 

Å Kalgoorlie is an awesome place, but not for the fainthearted. There are some amazing places to visit such 

as Lake Ballard, Ora Banda and Esperance if youõre lucky enough and have access to a car. 
 

Å Donõt be afraid to socialise with your workmates, the people in Kalgoorlie are incredibly friendly and 

great fun! Talk to the Aboriginal Project Officers about their cultures, they really are an often 

overlooked but brilliant resource and all too happy to teach you about tradition, custom and language 

- an absolutely invaluable experience. 
 

Å Have a karaoke song in mind before you go - itõs huge with the locals. Check out the Roller Derby if itõs on. 

And no visit to Kal is complete without at least one trip to the infamous Gold Bar. 
 

Å The Witchõs hat backpacker in Northbridge is a good place to stay if you donõt live in Perth. It is a small 

hostel and the staf and people are very friendly.  
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Mid-west organisations 

Geraldton 

 
 

Geraldton weather 
 

Temperature 

Summer: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 24°C to an average maximum of 45°C 

Winter: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 10°C to an average maximum of 24°C 

 

Climate 

The majority of the state is fairly arid, particularly in the inland areas, and can be very hot throughout the 

year (although the winter nights can bring very low temperatures). The climate as described by the Geraldton 

Visitors Centre website: òYouõll find mild winters, balmy autumn evenings, summers cooled by regular sea 

breezes and spring bursting with the freshness of wildflowers blooming under perfect blue skies.ó 
 

 

Geraldton tourist information 
 

Tourist office 

Geraldton Visitors Centre 

Chapman Road, Geraldton 

Phone: 08 9921 3999 

Website: www.geraldtonvisitorcentre.com.au 
 

 

Geraldton medical information 
 

Medical services 

Geraldton Regional Hospital 

Shenton Street, Geraldton 

Phone: 08 9956 2222 

Website: www.mmhr.org.au 
 

 

Geraldton transport 
  

Bus 

Geraldton Bus Service runs eight routes around the local suburbs. Itõs very cheap ð an all-day ticket is around 

$3. You should be able to pick up a ticket from the tourist office. 

 
Bike 

Biking is probably the easiest way to get around Geraldton. You can ask around at the NTRB if they know 

of anyone with a spare you could borrow, or alternatively you could hire one from Bike Force (54 Marine 

Terrace): fairly expensive, although the prices tend to be cheaper when youõre hiring the bike for a long 

period of time. 

 
Taxi 

Associated Taxi Inc.: 08 9921 3800 

 
 

http://www.geraldtonvisitorcentre.com.au/
http://www.mmhr.org.au/
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Food and shopping in Geraldton 
 

Shopping 

There  are a few supermarkets in Geraldton, so you shouldnõt have any problem finding places to stock up. 

Hereõs a couple of the bigger ones: 

Å Woolworths (Stirlings Centre, Chapman Road) and Rules Supermarket (Marine Terrace). 
 

Å Geraldton Fish Market (365 Marine Terrace): Okay, so technically not a supermarket, but itõs a great 

place to buy fresh fish. Make sure that your accommodation has cooking facilities before you buy the fish, 

or else plan on making sashimi. 
 

Å Supermarkets are open all day on Saturday (until about 5 or 6pm), and the small IGA on Durlacher 

Street is open on Sunday. 
 

Å Late night shopping is on Thursday night. Other days all shops (including supermarkets) are closed by 

6pm. 
 

 

Dining out in Geraldton 
 

Cheap meals 

Å Food  halls are always a good bet if you want something quick and cheap food-wise. Check out the Sun 

City Food Hall (56 Durlacher Street). Thereõs a lot of fast food places scattered around town, but if you 

want something classier take a wander down Marine Terrace. 
 

Å Bella Vista (Shop 1, 205 Marine Terrace): Run by a woman from Northcote, Melbourne. Best coffee in 

Geraldton ð if you are a Melbournian! However, a double shot is recommended. They have great food too, 

though itõs a little pricey. 
 

Å Café Tuscany (Post Office Complex, 50-52 Durlacher Street): For a touch of Italian. 
 

Å Go Health Lunch Bar (122 Marine Terrace): Self-proclaimed best coffee in town, plus a fairly large 

variety of sandwiches, juices and general healthy stuff. 
 

Å LõItaliano (204 Marine Terrace): Employees are Italian, itõs close to the cinema and the Gorganzola 

Gnocci is fantastic! A pizza will set you back about $18. 
 

Å Olive Grove (a short drive south of Geraldton down the Brand Hwy toward the Greenough River): Great 

food. 
 

Å Skeetaõs Restaurant & Café (101 Foreshore Drive): Laid-back place across the road from the beach. 

Lunch is good value ($6 to $14), although it becomes a bit classier (and more expensive) for dinner. 

http://skeetas.com.au 

Å Topoliniõs Café (158 Marine Terrace): Italian café with outdoor seating (pizza $11 to $18). Come here on 

Monday for the half-price pasta deal. It also does dinner-and-movie nights for a flat rate of $25. 
 

 

Entertainment in Geraldton 
 

Sights and activities 

Å Check out the Regional Gallery and the Museum, both are excellent. www.cgg.wa.gov.au/artgallery 
 

Å Land marks of Geraldton are the Lighthouse, which is painted with red and white stripes ð shipped in 

from Birmingham in 1878, and the silos next to the port ð they are the biggest structure in town and can 

be seen miles away. A clear reminder of the industrial side of Geraldton. 

 

Å The beaches are gorgeous. 

 

 
Music and theatre 

 
Å Camel Bar (20 Chapman Street): A pub with great wood-fired pizza, can get a bit wild later at night. 

 

http://skeetas.com.au/
http://www.cgg.wa.gov.au/artgallery/
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Å There are lots of lovely spots to walk along the coast ð e.g. the little hidden beach across the road 

from the Chapman Road and Phelps Streets roundabout; the boardwalk near the marina and museum, 

Champion Bay ð especially at sunset when the clouds and colours are spectacular. 
 

Å The Drylands Permaculture Farm is great if you feel like getting dirty and helping out around the farm on 

the weekend. Have fun hanging out with the WWOOF-ers! www.permaculturenursery.com.au 
 

Å A weekend trip to Kalbarri is a great idea. There are markets at the old railway station every Sunday 

morning. 
 

Å Houtman Abrolhos Islands (The Indian Ocean): Located around 60km off the coast of Geraldton, these 

encompass over 100 coral islands (apparently better than the Great Barrier Reef). Theyõre a great place 

to see some amazing wildlife ð you can see sea lions, carpet pythons, dragons (the dwarf, bearded kind) 

and small wallabies. Theyõre also one of the biggest sites for breeding seabirds. You canõt stay overnight 

on the Abrolhos, but you can also do day trips either by boat or air (boat is cheaper and usually includes 

diving or snorkelling). Ask at the tourist office for details, or contact a tour company such as: Shine 

Aviation: 08 9923 3600; Abrolhos Escape Charters: 08 9965 4128; or Geraldton Air Charter: 08 9923 

3434 or www.geraldtonaircharter.com.au 
 

Å Sunset tour to Oakagee with Unique Creek Eco Tours is an absolute must ð itõs only $20 and you get a 

4-wheel drive bus ride and nibbles while watching the sunset from a huge dune 1½ hours north of 

Geraldton. Itõs also potentially the site of a future port, so get there while you can! 
 

Å St Francis Xavier Cathedral (7 Maitland St): A fairly grandiose church for its setting, designed by a guy 

whose career path went: priest, architect, hermit. www.geraldtondiocese.org.au 
 

Å Western Australian Museum (Museum Place): Includes exhibits on the Aboriginal history of the area. Make 

sure you check out the Shipwreck Gallery, which goes into the story of the Batavia Shipwreck and the 

subsequent mutiny (tip - donõt go straight after lunch). www.museum.wa.gov.au 
 

Å Hire a bike and cycle to Sunset Beach and to Point Moore, both are stunning. 
 

Å Kalbarri, about 160kms north of Geraldton, is lovely. Make sure you get to Natureõs Window! 
 

Å Sand dunes in Wandina (clearly visible in Google Maps) are a really cool, surreal place to take a walk. 

At the weekend (particularly Sunday afternoon) they are swarming with quad bikers and 4 wheel drives. 
 

 

Festivals and Events 
Å January: Geraldton Windsurfing Classic. 

 

Å March: The Sea-Jazz Festival (with special guest appearance from Sebastian the Lobster). 
 

Å June: The Batavia Celebrations. 
 

Å October: The Sunshine Festival. www.sunshinefestival.com.au 
 

 

Nightlife in Geraldton 
 

Cinema 

Å Geraldton 4 Cinemas (corner Marine Terrace and Fitzgerald Street): Four-screen complex showing 

mainstream movies.  

Å Freemasons Hotel (79 Marine Terrace): Known as ôThe Freoõ, a live music venue in the main street with lots 

of gigs worth checking out. www.freemasonshotel.com.au 
 

Å Queens Park Theatre (corner Cathedral Avenue and Maitland Street): Puts on concerts, plays and comedy 

nights. Once a month they host an arthouse movie marathon. For listings: 

www.midwestevents.com.au 
 

Å The Priory Inn (Dongara): About 40 minutes south of Geraldton, this pub is definitely worth a visit, 

especially when a band is playing. Also a great place to visit for lunch. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.permaculturenursery.com.au/
http://www.geraldtonaircharter.com.au/
http://www.geraldtondiocese.org.au/
http://www.museum.wa.gov.au/
http://www.sunshinefestival.com.au/
http://www.freemasonshotel.com.au/
http://www.midwestevents.com.au/
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Tips from past interns 
 

General 
 

Å Even in winter, Geraldton is sunny and quite warm ð some days you will be in a t-shirt. 
 

Å You can easily drive to Geraldton from Perth. It might be easier and cheaper to take the coach or 

drive than take a plane if as there is no cheap option from the airport to anywhere else. 
 

Å Go to church, volunteer at the seaman's mission, talk to the stallholders at the markets. You never 

know who you might meet and what they might invite you to do. 

 
 

Aboriginal Legal Service WA (ALSWA), Geraldton 
 

Å The work at ALSWA Geraldton varies day-by-day. 
 

Å Ask lots of questions and take initiative in following up any work or asking if any work needs to be 
done. 

 

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) 
 

Å The only half-reasonable coffee is at Topoliniõs just near YMAC. 
 

Å Dress code is smart casual at most. People generally wear jeans or a skirt and a nice (but non-collared) 
shirt or knit top. Donõt bring a suit ð it will sit in your cupboard and grow mould. 

 

Å Try to see as much of the surrounding area as possible. The area around Geraldton is beautiful and 
there are a number of activities, particularly if you can find a bike to get around the area. 
 

Å Try to find time to work with and talk with as many different people in the office as possible. Everyone 
comes from different backgrounds and they can offer interesting perspectives on the work that is being 
done. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
38 

 

Pilbara organisations  

Karratha 

 

Karratha weather 
 

 
Temperature 

Summer: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 24°C to an average maximum of 43°C 

Winter: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 9°C to an average maximum of 30°C 

 

Climate 

The climate as described by the Shire of Roebourne Visitors Centre website is òblessed with a great climate, 

and although it does get warm during summer this is more than compensated by a glorious winter where 

daytime temperatures average around 30°C. The Pilbara region, incorporating [Karratha] has a tropical, 

semi-desert climate with temperatures ranging from 0°C to 45+°C. As the Shire of Roebourne is located 

in the cyclone belt of Northern WA, conditions can change quite dramatically from day to day, particularly 

in the summer, so if travelling, keep an eye on the weather. The average rainfall for the area is 254mm to 

305mm per year.ó 

 
Cyclone Information 

Phone: 1300 659 210 or go to the Shire of Roebourne Visitors Centreõs cyclone information page at: 

www.roebourne.wa.gov.au/emerg_main.aspx 
 

 

Karratha tourist information 
 

Tourist office 

Karratha Road, Karratha 

(look for the windmill before the turnoff into the town centre) Phone: 08 9144 4600 

Website: www.roebourne.wa.gov.au/Visitor%20Centres.aspx 

 

Karratha medical information 
 

Karratha Medical Centre Sharpe Ave, Karratha  

Phone: 08 9185 3555 

 

Karratha transport 
 

Road Condition Reports ð Phone: 1800 013 314 (Main Roads Recorded Message) or alternatively other Main 

Road Departments in the Pilbara/Gascoyne areas. www.roebourne.wa.gov.au/emerg_main.aspx 

 

Transport is problematic unless you are able to get a car. As Karratha is covered in bike paths, a bike is also 

very useful. 
 

 

Food and shopping in Karratha 
 

 

http://www.roebourne.wa.gov.au/emerg_main.aspx
http://www.roebourne.wa.gov.au/Visitor%20Centres.aspx
http://www.roebourne.wa.gov.au/emerg_main.aspx
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Shopping 

Karratha is well serviced due to the mining boom. As such it has shopping facilities such as Coles and Safeway 

supermarkets, book and music shops, cafés, Kmart and surf shops. It also has personal care facilities such as 

optometrists, doctors, beauty salons etc. 

 

Keep in mind however that the prices here are higher than in the cities.  

 

Dining out in Karratha 
 

A  lot of the restaurants are of poor quality, and quite expensive. The vegetarian options are sparse. 
 
Å The Icon (located in the Karratha Village shopping precinct) is good for going out to dinner. 

 

Å Point Sampson has a good restaurant and a no frills café and bar which is famous for its fish. 
 

Å You  can also get a decent pub meal at the Tambrey as well as the informal eating places (Montebellos and 

Geckos) at the Karratha International Hotel. 
 
 

Entertainment in Karratha 
 

Sights and activities 
Å Thereõs a charter boat that you can take to go out snorkelling ($50 for the day). In Karratha, most families 

are more likely to have a boat than a second car, so it is also worth inquiring whether anyone is going 

fishing during your placement. 
 

Å  In winter there is an outdoor cinema and a theatrical group with performances regularly . 
 

Å  The Rock Art is fantastic on the Burrup Peninsula, which is about a 5 minute drive away . 
 

Å  Cossack is a historic town which wonõt take more than a day or so to look around. The beach is gorgeous. The 
highly acclaimed Cossack Art Awards are held in August and worth seeing as well. 

 

Å  Try  and get on a boat to explore the Dampier Archipelago ð the islands are beautiful and the water is 

crystal clear. Red Dog is there, the Burrup Peninsular is near and Hearsons Cove is gorgeous especially at 

sunset. 
 

Å  Karijini National Park is great for camping and swimming in the gorges. 
 

Å  The  Roebourne Races are held in June and July every year by the Norõwest Jockey Club. The club was 

established in 1867 and is the oldest in WA. There are several race days, including a Family Day and a 

Ladies Day. Local bands provide musical entertainment and there are games of two-up to finish off the 

day. The races are a good opportunity to see a bit of ôlocal colourõ and well as a bit of fun. 
 

Å  The  FeNa ClNG Festival is held each year over the first weekend of August, with the following Monday a 

public holiday.  Iron ore (Fe), salt (NaCl) and natural gas (NG) are the resources mined in the area. It is the 

local version of the Royal Show, with a sideshow alley and rides, as well as community stalls and displays. 
 

Å  On the weekend, check out the Karratha Visitor Centre (a short walk from the office) for things to do. 
 

Å  The Millstream-Chichester National Park, two hoursõ drive from Karratha, is also worth a visit. 
 

Å  Nearby  Cossack is Settlers Beach, where you can watch the òstairway to the moonó when the full moon 

coincides with a very low tide (the visitor centre recommends Hearsonõs Cove, but Settlers Beach is better). 
 

 
 

Tips from past interns 
 

General 
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Å Be aware that Karratha is more expensive than the city. I donõt think it is devastatingly expensive as some 

people seem to have said but you do need to be aware of it. 
 

Å Make the most of it- get out and see the area on the weekends, talk to members after meetings, get to know 

your co- workers and take every opportunity that comes your way. Most of the learning happens outside of the 

office doors. 

Å There are maps in the local phone book which show beaches and places of interest if you just want to go 

exploring. www.pilbaracoast.com 
 

Å Karratha is a great place to go, but be sure to pack your oldest togs as the swimming areas arenõt 

always clean! 
 

Å 50+ sunscreen, hat, sunnies and bug spray are all a must. Bring a light rain jacket no matter what 

season you go as down pours seem to come whenever they feel like it. Be careful where and when you 

swim- swimming in low tide and walking over coral is not fun! 
 

Å Remember to always be careful of snakes etc. 
 

Å Be prepared to camp and explore places in the bush, because it is definitely worth doing and most 

places are a few hoursõ drive away. 
 

Å Having a manual drivers license is recommended. 
 

 

Kuruma Marthudunera Aboriginal Corporation (KMAC) 
 

Å Come in with an open mind and do as much background reading on the industry and Aboriginal Australia 

in general to really maximise your understanding of the context. 
 

Å Highly recommended having a manual drivers license, and bring beach gear, including fishing equipment 

if you like. Itõs always beautiful and sunny here so outdoor activities are the go!  
 

Å Maybe do a little background research on the history of that region (Roebourne area) as it helps to 

provide context and better understanding of the TOõs situations and the relationships between mining 

companies, anthropologists, even learning about the stations years and how the removal from country, 

theft of land, various policies and either very low or no pay at all for many of the old people still has 

ripple effects today. It is good to understand the history to help make sense of what the situation is now.  
 

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) 
 

Å For summer interns, the frequency of meetings usually slows down over Christmas and doesnõt begin 

again until February so the office is usually quiet in January. 
 

Å Casual clothing is worn by the staff ð t-shirts, knee length shorts and thongs are all commonly worn in the 

office. However, some office clothes such as a short sleeve shirt and black skirt/shorts/lightweight pants 

are necessary for meetings. 
 

Å Read the organisational diary to keep abreast of activities happening in the organisation. 

 

Port Hedland, South Hedland and Tom Price  

Weather  

Temperature 

Summer: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 21°C to an average maximum of 36°C Winter: 

Temperatures range from an average minimum of 12°C to an average maximum of 27°C 

http://www.pilbaracoast.com/
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Climate 

The north of the state is monsoonal, and only really has the Wet (October to March) and Dry (April to 

September) seasons. It can be very humid, and is subject to frequent thunderstorms (Port Hedland, on 

average, gets at least one cyclone every two years), as well as the occasional lightning storm. 

 

Port Hedland tourist information 
 
Tourist Office 

Port Hedland Visitors Centre 

13 Wedge Street 

Phone: 08 9173 1711 

Website: www.porthedlanddirectoryonline.com.au/port-hedland-visitor-centre.aspx 

 

Port Hedland medical information 
 

Edgar Street Medical Centre 

Edgar Street 

Phone: 08 9173 3733 

 
Port Hedland Regional Hospital 

Sutherland Street/Esplanade 

Phone: 08 9158 1666 

 

Port Hedland transport 
 

If possible, bring a bike with you, as public transport options are fairly limited. Having said that, Port 

Hedland itself is not particularly big, so you will probably be able to walk to most destinations. 

 
Bus 

Hedland Bus Lines operate a service between Port Hedland and South Hedland via Cooke Point. It only 

operates on weekdays, and costs around $3 each way. 

Mc Caffertyõs/Greyhound (13 20 30) also has buses operating between the Visitors Centre and the South 

Hedland shopping centre. Ask at the Visitors Centre for timetables and fares. 

 
Taxi 

From the airport, a taxi will cost you around $20 to $25. 

South Hedland Taxis: 08 9172 1010 

 

Food and shopping in Port Hedland 
 
Shopping 
 

Å Check out the Boulevard Shopping Centre (corner Wilson and McGregor Streets) for the local 

supermarket. Thereõs also a good café close by, and a variety of takeaway places on Wedge and 

Richardson Streets if youõre feeling too lazy to cook. 

 

Å Alternatively, you can head down to the South Hedland Shopping Centre, which will be a good bicep 

workout because youõll have to carry your groceries further. 
 

 
 

Dining out in Port Hedland 

http://www.porthedlanddirectoryonline.com.au/port-hedland-visitor-centre.aspx
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Cheap meals 

Å Brunoõs Pizzeria & Ristorante (7 Richardson Street): Standard Italian pizzas and pastas. 
 

Å Bernieõs Place (Edgar Street, Hedland Arcade): Cosy café for afternoon coffee and cakes. 
 

Å Esplanade Hotel (Anderson Street): A good place to go if youõre hungry because the 

meals are a tad on the enormous side. Pretty good value too, between $10 and $20 

for dinner. 
 

Å Kathõs Kitchen (8 Wedge Street). 
 

Å Sushi Bar (Harbour Lodge Backpackers, 11 Edgar Street): Dishes $3 to $7. 
 

Å Yummy Noodle (at the Boulevard Shopping Centre, Port Hedland): As the name 

suggests, this place sells yummy noodles and other Asian food. 

 
If youõre feeling riché 

Å Port Hedland Yacht Club (Sutherland Street): does relatively cheap, delicious Thai food, al fresco. It is 

always fairly busy, but very relaxing with the sea breeze and ocean views. They have a specials night on 
Friday for cheaper options. The Yacht Club is in the process of constructing a new club house so things might 
change once the new place opens. It looks a lot more flashy than the current set-up. www.phyc.com.au 

 

Pier Hotel, (Lot 25, The Esplanade): Also does over-the-counter meals, and has a well stocked bar. Hosts 
the annual ôPimps ônõ Proõsõ fundraiser in February, which is a bit of a laugh. They have karaoke on a 
Thursday night and cheesy music most other nights. 

 
Bars 

Å The Walkabout (Port Hedland ð near the Airport): Another pub, with huge meals and pool tables. A 

good place for a Sunday session. 
 

 

Entertainment in Port Hedland 
 
Sights and activities 

Å The Blackrock Stakes: A 122km race occurring every June from the Whim Creek Pub to Port Hedland. 

The racers all have to push wheelbarrows full of iron ore. 
 

Å Eighty Mile Beach: A great opportunity for a morning (or week-long) walk. This beach is absolutely 
beautiful ð eighty miles of white sand, without the plethora of multi-coloured towels and umbrellas that ruin 
the city beaches. If youõre a shell enthusiast, there are some colourful specimens here. 

 

Å Marapikurrinya Park (towards the end of Wedge Street): A great place to watch the huge tankers arriving 
at the port. 

 

Å Pretty Pool (Port Hedland) ð a nice place to go swimming . 
 

Å Six-Mile Creek (in between South and Port Hedland): This is a nice spot to watch the sun set, and have a 
barbecue or fire. Once the sun goes down there are hundreds of hermit crabs to watch on the sand. 

 

Å Staircase to the Moon: There are a few ôstaircasesõ between Karratha and Derby. Their name is a result of 
the red-gold staircase effect created by the reflections of the moon hitting the ripples on the mud. flats. The 
best time to see this is two days after a full moon between March and October. Port Hedlandõs ôstaircaseõ is 
around Goode Street. 

 

Å Turtle watching: The flatback turtles nest on some of the nearby beaches (such as Cooke Point, Cemetery 
and Pretty Pool) every year between October and March. Ask at the Visitors Centre for locations and the 
best times to see them. Volunteer monitors are around at Cemetery Beach in the early mornings to point out 
any hatchlings present on the beach. 

 

http://www.phyc.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 
43 

 

Å Whale watching: The best time for this is from July to October, as the whales make their way south. There 
are several companies offering whale watching tours (although they can be fairly pricey). Ask at the Visitors 
Centre. 

 

Å Hedland is also a great base for amazing weekend trips to destinations like Karijini National Park (3.5 
hours approx), the Yule River (40 mins approx), Point Samson (near Karratha, 3 hours approx) and Broome. 

 

 
South Hedland medical information 
 

Gemini Medical Services 

Colebatch Way 

Phone: 08 9172 5911 

 

Food and shopping in South Hedland 
 
Shopping 
Å South Hedland Shopping Centre ð this is a short walk from the YMAC office, and contains a Coles, K-mart 

and a pharmacy. There are also some clothing stores, a Muffin Break, sandwich shop and greasy take- 
away place. The sandwich shop is a good spot for lunch, but it is closed in the evenings and on weekends. 

 

 

Dining out in South Hedland 
 
Cheap meals 
Å Komayaka Oriental Restaurant (Shop 13, 22-26 Throssell St) does sushi and other Japanese food. They 

have a lunch special on weekdays which is pretty reasonable. It is also open on some evenings if you feel 
like dining out or getting take-away. 

 
Bars 
Å Last Chance Tavern (South Hedland) ð The local pub in South Hedland. Check out the signs out the front for 

information on live music and competitions. 
 

 
 

Tips from past interns 
 

General 
 

Å Food and drink are quite expensive in Hedland, so make sure you bring enough money!  

Å Wangka Maya in Lotteries House, Centenary Park has books, CDs and DVDs about the people and 

languages of the Pilbara, and runs cultural awareness sessions. 
 

Å Be aware of your personal safety. 
 

Å The lack of accommodation options would be the main issue facing interns placed at South Hedland. 

Due to the heavy mining activity in the area there is a shortage of accommodation and prices are at a 

premium. 
 

 

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) 
 

Å The intranet announcements page is a good way to keep up with what is happening at YMAC. 
 

Å Read the organisational diary to keep abreast of activities happening in the organisation ð and to ensure 

you are ready when the CEO drops by. 
 

Å Casual clothing is worn by lawyers, however some staff do wear office clothes. Office clothes are 
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necessary for meetings. 
 

Å The aquatic centre in South Hedland is only a short distance from work and fun to swim in. The town 

itself does not have that much on, so I would encourage interns to travel when possible to the beautiful 

surrounding areas including Karijini National Park, Tom Price and Karratha. 
 

 
 

Tom Price Weather 
 

 
Temperature 

 

Summer: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 21°C to an average maximum of 36°C 

Winter: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 12°C to an average maximum of 27°C 

 
Climate 

 

Weather in the area can be extreme, ranging from 0 degrees on a winterõs night to 48 degrees on 

a summerõs day. During the summer, hot clear days are experienced, with an average temperature of 

approximately 35 degrees. Winter months prove to be very pleasant with daytime temperatures varying from 

the low to mid 20s. The majority of rainfall is experienced during the summer months (wet season) and is 

dependent upon the cyclone activity off the coast. On average, Tom Price receives approximately 330mm of 

rainfall each year. Tom Price Visitor Centre 

 

Tom Price Visitor Centre 
 
Tourist Office 

Central Road 

Tom Price 

Phone: 08 9189 1101 

Website: http://tomprice.org.au/visitor-centre

http://tomprice.org.au/visitor-centre
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Kimberley organisations  

Broome 

Broome weather 
 

 
Temperature 

Summer: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 26°C to an average maximum of 

40°C Winter: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 13°C to an average 

maximum of 30°C 

 

Climate 

Like most parts of northern Australia, Broome has two main seasons ð the ôwetõ (October to 

March) and the 

ôdryõ (April to September). Most of the annual rainfall occurs within the first three months of 
the year, and can 

come in the form of thunderstorms or tropical cyclones. 

 

One past intern commented: òWet season isn't all that wet. It didn't rain for my first weeks on 
placement. Then it only really rained for 15-30 minutes at a time every few afternoons. The 
main thing is the heat and the humidity. If it hasn't rained for a while people will. go. crazy. 
The rain makes it cooler so everyone looks forward to it.ó 

 

Meanwhile, Broome's weather is incredible during the winter if you're coming from the east 
coast. Be sure to pack some bathers and a couple of beach towels so you won't have to buy 
any while you're visiting. 

 

Broome tourist information 
 

 
Tourist office 

Broome Visitor Centre 

Corner Broome Road and Short Street, Broome, WA 6725 

Phone: 08 9192 2222 

Email: enquiries@broomevisitorcentre.com.au 

Website: www.broomevisitorcentre.com.au 

 

Broome medical information 
 

 
Medical services 

Broome Medical Clinic 

26 Robinson Street, Broome, WA, 6725 

Phone: 08 9192 2022 

Email: enquiries@broomemedical.com.au 

Web: www.broomemedical.com.au 

 

Broome transport 
 

Bus 

Broomeõs Town Bus Service operates on an hourly basis (with extra buses on the half hour between May and 

October), seven days per week. Single and multi-ride tickets are available (pay onboard the bus). www. 

broomebus.com.au/fares.html 

mailto:enquiries@broomevisitorcentre.com.au
http://www.broomevisitorcentre.com.au/
mailto:enquiries@broomemedical.com.au
http://www.broomemedical.com.au/
http://www/
http://www/
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Taxi 

Broome Taxis: 08 9192 1133 

Pearl Town Taxis: 08 9192 1870 or (08) 9192 7448 

Roebuck Bay Taxis 1800 880 330 

 
Bike  

Broome Cycles: 2/22 Hammersley Street Broome, 08 9192 1871 

Bicycle Recycle Broome: 14 Pembroke Road Broome, open Saturday 7am-12noon 
https://www.facebook.com/Bicyclerecyclebroome/ 

 

Car hire 

If you can get a small group together, itõs quite affordable to hire a 4WD for the weekend 
and drive out to Cape Leveque, Tunnel Creek, etc. There are lots of the regular car-hire 
companies at the airport, or local aptly-named company ôBroome Broomeõ. 

 

 

Food and shopping in Broome 
 

 
Shopping 

Å Boulevard Shopping Centre (Frederick Street): Contains a Woolworths supermarket, 
Target, health food store (The Pandanus Pantry), pharmacy, newsagent, and a small 
selection of clothing stores. 

 

Å Paspaley Plaza in Chinatown: contains a Coles, pharmacy, Brumbies bakery, and a couple 
of clothes stores.  
 
Å A smaller Coles is also situated off Herbert Street near Town Beach. 

 
Å Fongõs Store: Iconic Asian supermarket at 29 Saville Street Broome. 

 

Å Courthouse markets: There are one or two fruit and veg stalls at the markets each week 
with a small range of good quality fresh produce in Chinatown has a Coles. A smaller 
Coles is also situated off Herbert Street near Town Beach. 

 

Å The Broome markets or on every Saturday and Sunday at the courthouse. They have 
awesome food available and a lot of local artists selling their collections. 

 

 

Dining out in Broome 
 

 
Cheap/mid-range meals 

Å Café Dõamore(Jones Street): Come here for an Italian meal ð has your typical range 
of pastas, wood- 

fired pizzas and homemade desserts. Closed during the wet season. 
 

Å Divers Tavern (12 Cable Beach Road): Bistro restaurant, outdoor beach bar, indoor tavern 

bar, and hosts live performances by big-name artists. Very popular with both tourists and 

locals. www.diverstavern.com. au 
 

Å Matsoõs Broome Brewery (corner Carnarvon and Hamersley Streets): Features the logical 

combination of bar snacks and curry as an accompaniment to the various types of beer 

available (keep an eye out for the Chilli Beer, Mango Beer, Ginger Beer and the Mocha 

Stout). Very popular, particularly on a Sunday afternoon when there are live 

performances from local musicians from 3-6pm in the courtyard. www.matsos.com.au  

Open 7 days - 7am til late. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Bicyclerecyclebroome/
http://www.diverstavern.com.au/
http://www.diverstavern.com.au/
http://www.matsos.com.au/
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Å Mid-range cafés include Zanders (on top over-looking Cable Beach). 
 

Å The Roebuck Hotel (Carnarvon Street): Known as ôThe Roeyõ, has roasts every Sunday. 

www.roey.com.au 
 
 

Å Takeaway pizzas are pretty good at Sunset Bar, Cable Beach, and a cocktail there is 
always good at 

sunset. www.cablebeachclub.com 

 

Å Green Mango Café (Carnarvon Street): Good coffee and great ready-made falafel 
wraps if you need a quick lunch. 
 

Å Good Cartel (Napier Terrace/Sun Cinemas): Best coffee in town, plus good eat-in 
breakfast/lunch options. 

 

Å Cairo Café (Hamersley Street): Good value kebab wraps and other middle eastern style 
fare. 

 

Å The Lockup (Carnarvon Street): Caravan parked next to the old Broome lockup site, with 
good coffee and a nice courtyard. 

 

Å The Zookeepers Store (Sanctuary Road, Cable Beach): Delicious brunch-style fare and 
nice atmosphere. 

 

Å Market stalls: There are cheap food options (e.g. noodles, laksa, Mexican, crepes, curries) 
available at the weekly night markets (Thursdays at Town Beach) and the Courthouse 
Markets (Saturday & Sunday mornings on Frederick Street) 

 
If youõre feeling riché 

Å The Mangrove Hotel is pretty fancy and very nice for a Friday afternoon drink. It also has 
excellent views for Staircase to the Moon.. www.mangrovehotel.com.au 
 

Å Cable Beach Club Resort (Cable Beach Road): Pretty swanky, with a great view of the 
beach. Prides itself on serving ôdelicaciesõ such as pearl meat. www.cablebeachclub.com  
 

Å 18 Degrees is a tapas/wine bar that overlooks the mangroves and is lovely. 
 

 
Entertainment in Broome 

 
Sights and activities 

Å Gantheaume Point: Check out the 130-million-year-old dinosaur footprints (make sure 

youõre there at low tide ð ask at the Visitors Centre).  
 

Å The speedway is a rich cultural experience if you are able to attend one! It is a little drive 
out of town. 

Try to recruit someone with a ute, enjoy time sitting on the tray and the spray of pindan 

across your face as locals race beat-up cars. 
 

Å Chinatown: To see some ultra-classy pearls, wander around the pearl showrooms in this 

area. If youõre hungry, itõs also a great place for some cheap Chinese food. 
 

Å Camel Rides: These are run by several companies around Broome, and mostly take place 

around Cable Beach and the Hidden Valley. Check out the tourist office for bookings, or 

try one of these companies: Ships of the Desert: 08 9192 6383 

www.shipsofthedesert.com.au and Red Sun Camels: 08 9193 7423 

www.redsuncamels.com.au 
 
Å Fishing  and mud-crabbing: The areas around Broome are very good for fishing. Once 

again, there are several companies that run boat trips, but be aware that these can be 

http://www.roey.com.au/
http://www.cablebeachclub.com/
http://www.mangrovehotel.com.au/
http://www.cablebeachclub.com.au/
http://www.shipsofthedesert.com.au/
http://www.redsuncamels.com.au/
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fairly pricey. Also, if you go fishing in the estuaries, watch out for the crocodiles. 
 

Å Have drinks and a BBQ at sunset at Gantheume Point. 
 

Å The Kimberly Book Shop (4 Napier Terrace) has a great selection of books specific to the 

Kimberly region ð art, history, local stories etc. 
 

Å Check out the Broome Public Library and the University of Notre Dame Library if you 

need any info for research. With an Australian Library card you should be ok to get some 

good local films/dvds/books on loan. Both the Notre Dame and Broome Libraries have 

restricted opening hours during wet season - from memory they close around 4 daily, but 

the public library has two late night sessions. 
 

Å Life and Soul gym is located 100m from the KLC Pembroke office. Going to the gym is not 

only a fun way to pass the evenings, but it also helps you become familiar with the locals 

and get a feel for the community. A lot of KLC staff attend this gym so you should not be 

short of a gym buddy. You can buy an 11-session pass for $150 or a one-month 

membership for the same price. www.lifeandsoul.com.au 
 

Å Malcolm Douglas Crocodile Park and Animal Refuge: This is a research centre and 

crocodile park where you can take a guided feeding tour and see a range of crocodiles. 

www.malcolmdouglas.com.au 
 

Å Minyirr Park: Learn about how Aboriginal people are maintaining their strong connection 

with the sea. Minyirr Park is a dreamtime birthplace, and you can learn about major song 

cycles, native plants and animals and bush medicines, which are still being used today. 
 

Å Skydiving: A guaranteed adrenalin rush. Morning, afternoon and sunset tandem dives are 

available over Cable Beach. www.skydivebroome.com.au 
 

Å Staircase to the Moon (the tidal flats at Roebuck Bay): There are a few ôstaircasesõ 

between Karratha and Derby. Their name is a result of the red-gold staircase effect 

created by the reflections of the moon hitting the ripples on the mud flats. The best time to 

see this is two days after a full moon between March and October. 
 

Å The Willie Creek Pearl farm: An award-winning tour which offers an amazing insight into 

the world of modern pearling.  
 
Å Go fishing on the Port Jetty, or if you are lucky enough the Dampier Peninsula. 

 

Å If you are in Broome between May and August the Broome races will be on. 
 

Å Volunteering with the turtle monitoring program: A great way to meet people outside work 

and help save the environment at the same time. Address: 6a/15 Dampier Terrace, 

Broome, 08 9192 6198. www. conservationvolunteers.com.au 
 
Å Sun Pictures is the COOLEST cinema in the world. If you get a chance, see Bran Nue Dae 

there (it plays most weeks). Fantastic film with lots of Broome scenes and references. 
 
Å Another fun thing to do is to drive to Gantheaume Point or north of the tourist Cable 

Beach carpark for a picnic. Be warned if you drive north of the carpark, though, as this is 

a nude beach! 

 

Å Magabala Books (Bagot Street): Small but great bookshop selling books by lots of local 

and Indigenous authors. 

 

Å Cable Beach. 

 

Å Town Beach: Sheltered beach with lots of families. Nice spot for a swim, bbq, a spot of 

reading, or watching the sunrise or moonrise. 

 

Å Try the Broome Adventure Company kayaking tour. You get to paddle around 

Gantheaume Point, and there are some spectacular views. It is a really relaxing and 

http://www.lifeandsoul.com.au/
http://www.malcolmdouglas.com.au/
http://www.skydivebroome.com.au/
http://www/
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memorable way to see the area, and fantastic at sunset. 

 

Å West Kimberley Football League AFL: keep an eye out for local games on Saturdays 

during the dry season. Go for the atmosphere even if youõre not into football!  

 

Å Annual festivals: keep an eye out for the Shinju Matsuri Festival (September). 

 

Å Broome Writers Festival (August), Broome Races (August). 

 

Å There are lots of great events in Broome - keep on top of what's going on by checking the 

websites and facebook pages of things like the University of Notre Dame, the Broome 

Community Noticeboard, Magabala Books, Goolarri Media, Taste of Broome, Broome 

Visitors Centre, Shinju Matsuri Festival, Broome Writers Festival, etc. 

 

Å Try the Broome Adventure Company kayaking tour. You get to paddle around 

Gantheaume Point, and there are some spectacular views. It is a really relaxing and 

memorable way to see the area, and fantastic at sunset. 

 
 

Nightlife in Broome 
 

Å Aarli Bar (Shop 2, No. 6 Hamersley Street): Fairly casual, also does food and coffee. 
 

Å The Bungalow (27 Dampier Terrace): A wine bar offering tapas-style food. 

www.thebungalowbroome.com.au 
 

Å Beer and Satay Hut great Sunday night roast and fund-raising hermit crab racing. Lots of 

fun. 
 

Å Mangrove Resort: Aim for the ôWind Up Wednesdaysõ jam session (from 8.30pm in the 

Palms Bar) and Friday nights (free bar snacks from 5.30-6.30pm). The beer garden is a 

great place to sip some cocktails whilst watching the sunset. 
 

Å Oasis Bar at the Roebuck Hotel always has someone playing a gig if you like to listen to 

live music. 
 

Å Sunset Bar and Café (Cable Beach Club Resort): Outdoor seating available. A great 

place to celebrate beer oõclock. 
 

Å Tokyo Joeõs (115 Marine Terrace): If you feel like having a dance (located in Chinatown). 
 

Å Zee Bar (4 Sanctuary Road, Cable Beach): Best cocktails in Broome. Stylish, swanky 

crowd. Free trivia on Tuesday nights. 
 

 
Cinemas 
Å Sun Cinemas (Weld Street, next to McDonalds): Indoor twin cinema. For session details 

ring (08) 9192 1077 or check out the website: http://b roomemovies.com.au/contact.html 
 

Å Sun  Pictures (Carnarvon Street): Described as ôthe southern hemisphereõs oldest picture 

gardenõ. http://b roomemovies.com.au/contact.html 

 
 
Tips from past interns 

 

General 
 

Å Accommodation in Broome is ridiculously expensive, so if you donõt have a generous 

benefactor, try and find a distant relative or an organisation that will let you shack 

with them and provide you with a car! Although everything in Broome is a 5 minute 

http://www.thebungalowbroome.com.au/
http://broomemovies.com.au/contact.html
http://broomemovies.com.au/contact.html
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drive away, it is really handy to have a car to get around town (for groceries and at 

night time, etc.) ð basically, youõll need a car or bike unless you live close enough to 

a grocery store.  Staying close to your org helps when it is hot or raining. 

 

Å Staying at the Notre Dame campus meant that I met other young people outside of 

the office who became a great friend- and support-base during my time in Broome. 

There was good air conditioning, as well as my own bathroom, and some other 

students around for company. 

 

Å Only Telstra has steady coverage, and all other carriers lose reception within 5kms of 
leaving Broome. 
 

Å Stay away from a landlord named "Anne McCosh" or "Anne McIntosh" (same person), she 
has numerous houses in Broome and takes advantage of her tenants, is very aggressive, 
and does not repay bonds (she was also in court proceedings for tenancy issues whilst I 
was there). Cable Beach and Roebuck Estate are much safer suburbs to stay in. 

 

Å If you're from Perth/Darwin or somewhere nearby and are able to - drive! Having a car in 

Broome for weekend trips and the drive to and from Broome make the whole experience an 

adventure! 

 

Å It is good to get around on a bike (especially if youõre there in the dry season) so 

bring a bike helmet in case you are able to borrow a bike from somebody. Often 

once you're here a kind local will offer you a bike to borrow. This is invaluable but 

it's best to email your organisation before to double check whether there may be one 

available. otherwise, there is a man on Pembroke Street who rents/sells bikes for a 

reasonable price, as well as doing repairs. He's open on Saturday mornings. Even if 

you're used to walking around, a bicycle is definitely necessary to get around 

Broome. People ride on the footpaths. 

Å In the wet season, because it is very hot or raining a lot, riding around on a pushbike 

might be a little too hot or too inconvenient- so it's worth considering the option of 

hiring a scooter or looking for find a car you can borrow (obviously this can add 

further cost to the time in Broome but I found that once I was offered a car to 

borrow, my time spent there became much more enjoyable). At this place: 

http://www.broomescooters.com.au/, you can hire a scooter for 6 weeks at $12 per 

day or if you go for 2 weeks at a time it will cost $20 per day. Otherwise they are 

$40 per day. 
 
Å You can walk from one end of Broome to another without any trouble. It doesnõt 

really matter where you stay (Cable Beach/Town Beach/Broome), so long as you 

know your way around. Get a map (available at some cafes) on your first day, so 

you can orientate yourself. Most of the smaller streets here are really curved and 

loopy, so it can be difficult to judge the shortest route without a map. 

 

Å Be very generous with your money allowance for the period. Broome is not very 

student-friendly, and expect to pay an extraordinary amount for basic items. 

Prepare your own lunches if you can ð food is expensive. 
 
Å Going to Broome in the wet season (hot) will mean you feel more like a local (the 

tourists disappear at this time) but there is often less opportunity to go out on country, 

especially in Jan/Feb/March as the roads may be flooded.  Donõt expect to do much 

during the middle of the day on the weekends. Most locals rise at dawn (about 5am) to 

walk along the beach, and nap or rest in the middle of the day, before returning to the 

beach or becoming more active at sunset. 

 

Å In the wet season, there might be serious flooding and cyclones. This is fine, but you 

need to be prepared for the mosquitoes that come after. There are serious blood-

borne diseases that can be transmitted in this part of WA through mosquitoes, so 
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brush up on mosquito season if coming in the wet! If youõre going up the Dampier 

Peninsula TAKE MOSQUITO REPELLENT. 
 
Å Weekend newspapers donõt arrive until between 2-4.30pm on a Saturday afternoon. 

 
Å Mangos are everywhere in November and December so you donõt need to buy them. 

 
Å Watch Goolarri TV. Itõs a great way to learn about the local area and current 

events. 
 
Å Take water with you everywhere, particularly in the wet season. Electrolyte drinks 

are also good to have a few times a week. 
 
Å The White Divers of Broome is a fantastic background reading on the history of 

Broome. It is not native title focused, contains an interesting (often saddening) history 

of Broome including Indigenous people of the Kimberley. It is very well written, and if 

you read it before you arrive youõll understand all the pearl references throughout 

Broome. 

 

Å For a really good short history of Broome, Sarah Yu's article 'Broome Criole - Aboriginal 

and Asian Partnerships along the Kimberley coast'. 
 

Å If you are in Broome during the summer, donõt swim at Cable Beach without checking with 
the tourist info 

office due to stingers, irukanji jellyfish, and crocodiles in the water! 
 

Å Other regular activities are trivia every Tuesday night at Zoo Bar, bingo every Tuesday at 
the RSL club,  local football every Friday/Saturday (check the paper for when Cable 
Beach is playing, theyõre the local  team KLC barracks/plays for), the Courthouse Markets 
every Saturday and crab racing every Sunday at  the Town Beach Village Bar (very silly 
and very fun!). 

 

Å Broome is a very sporty place, so pack your runners and sporting attire! Ultimate Frisbee 

on Sundays and Tuesdays, HASH (running group) on Mondays, soccer on Wednesdays, 

touch football on Thursdays, plus netball and kickboxing classes on various other nights. 
 

Å Keep an eye out for the polo at Cable Beach, bands playing at Divers Tavern, the Taste 

of Broome, the speedway (usually on Saturday nights), Staircase to the Moon (and the 

Staircase night markets), openings of new art exhibitions and housewarming parties. 
 

Å General tourist attractions are the Sun Pictures outdoor cinema, the museum, sunset sail on 

the Intombi pearling lugger, the Broome Bird Observatory (4WD required), the Mango 

Place (need a car, live music on Sundays), the dinosaur footprints at Gantheaume Point 

and day tours with Kimberley Wild. 

 

Å Try to go camping at least once. 

 

Å There are an abundance of tourist destinations that I would highly recommend - e.g 

Gantheaume Point, Cable Beach, Riddell Beach, Malcolm Douglas Crocodile Park. I also 

did a road trip to Cape Leveque which is insanely beautiful, and it is fine to stay in the 

non-air-conditioned cabins ($50 each for 4 people) for the night. 

 

Kimberley Community Legal Service (KCLS), Broome 

 

Å If you have your own laptop it might be helpful to bring it - KCLS laptops and computers 

are quite old/slow and if there are several interns, there may not be enough to go 

around. If you do use your own laptop, bring a USB for easy transfer of documents. 
 

Å Dress is smart casual, and heat appropriate. There is always air-conditioning set to 24 

degrees, but if you go to visit clients you will soon be sweltering in sleeves and long pants. 

Neat casual is fine in the office. Suits and heels are definitely NOT required!  Short sleeve 
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shirts are fine. 
 

Å Put your hand up for everything, especially outreach trips. There is always something 

going on, e.g. submissions being drafted and events being organised, so let the person 

responsible know if youõre interested in helping out. Interns can attend Halls Creek 

outreach trips but will need to fund their own accommodation for the trip. This could be 

around $750-800 for four nights. 
 

Å Read KCLS's submissions to the Royal Commission into Institutional Child Sexual Abuse and 

media on the WA Stolen Wages and Redress schemes to get an idea of what KCLS's 

clients faced in the past and continue to face today.  
 

Å If possible, find accommodation with off-road parking. KCLS has two vehicles that need to 

be taken home nights and weekends, and you may be able to use them for day trips to 

waterholes on the weekend (no 4WDing or overnight trips though). 
 

Å Ask for work and demonstrate your capacity to do it, and you will never be bored.  
 

Å Donõt be afraid to ask for a little time off if you need it. I was studying GDLP full time 

and Tom was always happy for me to leave early for a test or something if needed. But 

keep in mind if youõre collecting PLT days, whole days off wonõt count.  

 

Kimberley Land Council (KLC), Broome 
 

Å It will be useful to read a history of the KLC beforehand to have a bit of background 

information about the history of land rights in the Kimberly www.klc.org.au/about/history 

 

Å Decolonizing Solidarity by Clare Land gives an excellent historical overview to the 

Indigenous rights movement across Australia. 

 

Å Remember you are working in an Indigenous organisation where you will be respected as 

an individual and given the freedom to find your place in the working environment. 

Understand the value of just being in the office and observing how the organisation runs. 

You will learn a great deal through just watching and listening to the work staff members 

are undertaking. 

 

Å Do not underestimate the value of the work you might complete on placement. While you 

may feel as though you are given tedious administrative tasks, due to time and resource 

constraints within many of these organisations, such tasks are often left undone. Your 

assistance in doing these jobs will make a big difference to other staff members and they 

will appreciate your input. 

 

Å A laptop might be provided. So when you get in contact with your supervisor ask if this 

will be the case. You might not need to bring your own. 

 

Å Acceptable clothing for work is smart casual clothing (no revealing tops, short shorts or 

skirts). It is a relatively casual workplace, however do take a long sleeved shirt as there 

may be times you will need to attend formal occasions such as going to court (though long 

sleeve shirt with shorts was sufficiently formal). Towards the end of my placement, all 

staff were told not to wear thongs in the office and on country, so this is something to 

keep in mind. Bring some culturally appropriate clothing in case you go on a trip to a 

PBC meeting. For women this would be long trousers (or shorts to the knee) and a non-

singlet style shirt. 

 

Å KLC and its staff are used to having interns, if you show that you are engaged and 
enthusiastic, they 

will try their hardest to help you have a good experience. 

http://www.klc.org.au/about/history
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Å Be sure to carry a notebook with you so that you can take down instructions from lawyers. 

 
Å It helps to carry some extra pens, clipboards and even a stapler when attending 

authorisation meetings in case the lawyers need claim group members to sign affidavits. 

 

Å When you are given a task, ask when the deadline is as soon as you get it - even if the 
task is pitched to you as non-urgent. It will make it easier to manage your time and to 
know what your work capacity is, especially if you're getting different tasks from 
different people. 
 

Å Take a packed lunch most days. There is nowhere close to purchase lunch. You can ride 

about 10-15 minutes away to buy something, but sometimes this is a bit time consuming 

and buying food in Broome is typically expensive. 

 

Å People love air conditioning so regardless of the weather bring a jumper. 

 

Å Different people have different preferences for how the minutes should be taken - some 

like verbatim/comprehensive, whereas some like only the main points of the discussion 

(though well-structured is always appreciated). Understand how your supervisor wants the 

minutes taken before the meeting. For the latter, for each agenda item, record a brief 

summary of the topic discussed and any concerns raised by the Directors/PBC members, 

the outcome of the discussion (i.e. the decision made), any actions that need to be taken 

and the full text of any resolution made, plus the mover and the seconder of the resolution. 

 

Å Make it known that you are interested in going out on country but don't nag about it. 

When you are on country you are required to wear suitable clothing. Pants, a shirt and 

some closed shoes are advisable. 
 

Å On Broome time things just happen. It is impossible to plan ahead- the rain, the tides, the 

weather all will change your plans. Often at 5pm the night before I would be told that I 

was going to be coming across the Kimberley for a meeting in the wee hours of the next 

morning- you never know what will happen next so just be patient. 
 

Å Iõd encourage all interns to take up any offer of lunch/coffee/dinner/drinks with other 
staff, as these 

informal occasions are a great way to meet people and to become more comfortable 
settling in. Professional and personal aren't really separate realms and you'll find that 
people judge you just as much on your social performance as your professional, and that 
the benefits will carry over both ways too. Due to the nature of their work and remote 
location, KLC staff members tend to be very supportive of each other and often socialise 
outside of work. If you take the time to talk to people and share your interests with them, 
they will typically take the time to share their knowledge and experiences with you. This 
stands for staff members outside your unit, donõt be afraid to talk to people and ask 
questions, you can learn through casual conversations. 

 

Å Once Iõd talked with a few people outside of the work environment, they were incredibly 

generous and welcoming, and great opportunities to get out of Broome and go camping or 

see the surrounding areas would come up. 

 

Å Your best chance of getting out to country is during the dry season, meaning during the 
Winter intake. Because the weather isn't suitable during the wet season, almost all of 
KLC's camping meetings occur during the dry season. 

 

Å If you go in the wet season, (before Christmas), there are still opportunities to go on 

country and the wet season truly begins mid-late December. If you want to visit places in 

the Kimberley such as Geikie Gorge and Wyndana Gorge, you can still get to them. 

However, a lot of the tourist operators have already closed shop, so it is best to find a 

friendly local or to hire a car. Apparently, much of the visits to country stop late 

December to March, and even main roads in the Kimberley can be flooded.  
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Å Be prepared to deal with frayed tempers if you are arriving in summer especially after 

meetings on country which exposes everyone to the elements. 

 

Å If you are vegetarian and going out to country for a meeting, be sure to bring some pre-

prepared meals. Most of the meals have meat in them and you might end up stuck with 

white rice and bread for most dinners. 

 
 
 

 

KRED Enterprises (KRED) 
 
Å Work was prepared for me when I arrived but don't be shy about putting up your hand 

to do more or if you hear something that sounds interesting. The team were willing to let 

you have a go. 

 

Nyamba Buru Yawuru Pty Ltd (YAWURU) 
 

Å The work day starts around 8 and finishes at 4:30 (although people are very flexible). 
Don't make my mistake and turn up at 9 on your first day! 

 
Å Breaks last an hour - just enough time to cycle into town if you'd like. 
Å Jeans, casual shirts and relatively casual attire is acceptable in the office. 

 

Å It is very cheap to travel with a bike as unaccompanied luggage if you are flying. I really 
recommend it 

for Broome and Alice Springs. 
 
Å Make an effort to learn about Yawuru seasons and aspects of the landscape, and visit 

the Language Centre - even though it's a separate building from the main office amazing 
things are happening there! 

 

Å Try to organise camping trips on the weekend. 
 
Å Bring packed lunches to work to spend time in the kitchen area getting to know colleagues 

working in different sections. It is also really rewarding to participate in staff events 
outside of work and any community events for Yawuru people. 
 

Å Talk to people from your placement place! The more open and friendly and interested 
you are, the more of Broome you will get to see. If you have something specific you'd like 
to do, ask your co-workers - they'll probably know somebody who will help make it 
happen for you. 

 
 

Office of Senator Patrick Dodson (DODSON) 
Å It is a small office and you may be required to complete self-directed, highly autonomous 

work. 
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Fitzroy Crossing 

Fitzroy Crossing weather 
 

 
Temperature 

Summer: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 26°C to an average maximum of 

40°C Winter: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 13°C to an average maximum 

of 30°C 

 

Climate 

From May to October days are warm and dry and nights are cool whilst from December to 
March, in most 

years, tropical storms transform the surrounding countryside into a waving sea of green. 

 

Fitzroy tourist information 
 

 
Tourist office 

Fitzroy Crossing Visitor Centre 

Flynn Drive, Fitzroy Crossing, WA 6765 

Phone: 08 9191 5355 

Fax: 08 9191 5085 

Website: www.sdwk.wa.gov.au/business/fitzroycrossingvisitorcentre.html 

 

Fitzroy Crossing medical information 
 

 
Medical services 

Fitzroy Crossing Health Centre 

Fallon Road, Fitzroy Crossing, WA, 6765 

Phone: 08 9191 5034 

 

Fax: 08 9191 5359 

*GP is Dr Anthea Henwood 
 

 
Tips from past interns 

 

 

General 
 

Å The visitors centre is a central booking agency for all Kimberley accommodation and tours. 
The centre is 

also an agent for photo processing, bus freight and retail shop. 
 

Å The centre is also home to a public library with over 300 items available for short and long 

term borrowing including books, DVDs, videos, audio tapes and local newspapers and 

magazines. The building also acts as the Councilõs office, providing ratepayers with all 

municipal services. 
 

Å Fitzroy Crossing is a small town in the middle of nowhere. Be prepared for that. Food is 
expensive but 

you can buy stuff in Broome cheaper and people are always driving between Fitzroy and 
Broome and 

Fitzroy and Derby.  

http://www.sdwk.wa.gov.au/business/fitzroycrossingvisitorcentre.html
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Å Getting access to a car would greatly improve the experience. Fitzroy Crossing is so 
remote and small; if you don't have access to a car your options are really limited in what 
you can do - even going swimming in the river requires a car. 

Å If going there in the wet season (summer), take repellent, sunscreen and shorts.  Avoid 
walking on a sunny day for more than 30 minutes. 
 

Å It's important to be as outgoing and friendly with people as possible - this helps to meet 
people and break up the isolation (as it is likely that you will be the only intern in the entire 
town). 

 

Å Go out and explore the town and surroundings. Bring lots of reading material and other 
things to keep yourself occupied. 

 

Å Spending time at the old crossing is wonderful! Go swimming and walking. 
 

Å I heard a lot of negative things about Fitzroy Crossing before I left and people were 
providing a lot of 'warnings'. However, I found a lot of this unfounded and just 
stereotyping. It's a really lovely place, very beautiful, and not nearly as intimidating as 
people make it out to be. You need to have a level of caution, but that can be said for any 
place. 

 

Å Marninwarntikura Fitzroy Womenõs Resource Centre (Marnin) have created a practical 
guide to living in Fitzroy Crossing. A link to the guide is provided in the Marnin section 
below.   

 

Bunuba Dawangarri Aboriginal Corporation (BDAC) 
 

Å BDAC is a very small organisation (they have one permanent staff member, who just had a 

child! And very limited resources) ð be sure to read the PBC factsheet section of the 

Handbook for Interns, and proactive in researching about the organisation before your 

placement.  Itõs also a good idea to get familiar with the CATSI Act 

(http://www.oric.gov.au/catsi-act/about-catsi-act)  

 

Å Work will likely involve a lot of administrative tasks including, but not limited to, preparing 

for meetings; taking and distributing minutes; printing, filing and scanning documents; 

attending meetings; corresponding with accountants, lawyers and auditors. 

 

Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Culture Centre (KALACC) 
 

Å KALACC was an interesting organisation to intern at. They provide a wide range of services 

to the community and as such there is a lot of time spent going to visit the local Indigenous 

communities. 
 

Å They have a great internet connection which makes it very easy to keep in contact with 

everyone back home. I found the clothing to be very relaxed in the office, so when packing 

just bring casual stuff. 
 

Å Be flexible and just go with the flow. Everything here operates on Kimberley time and there 

is lots of talk and no action, so donõt get offended if things donõt follow through. 
 

Å Telstra 3G is the only carrier that gets reception in Fitzroy Crossing, but if you donõt have it 

you can get prepaid sim card at the post office. 
 

Å Derby has alcohol limitations which means that alcohol cannot be sold in Fitzroy Crossing 

and only consumed in the pubs. There are two pubs, the Crossing Inn (where more of the 

locals go) and the Lodge (nicer and more touristy). On some nights you will need enclosed 

shoes to get into the Lodge. There is a restaurant at each of the pubs, they are great and 

http://www.oric.gov.au/catsi-act/about-catsi-act


 

 
57 

 

the price of food ranges. 
 

Å Driving a manual car makes life easier, KALACC only has manual cars so if you want to 

borrow a troopy for the weekend you need to be able to drive. Also make friends with the 

locals, that way you get to experience more and get discounts on the local sites. 
 

Å If you are staying in the KALACC Caravan, be prepared to rough it out a bit. Limited toilet, 

cooking and shower facilities. 
 

Å If you go out on country with the staff, be prepared to sleep in a swag, and have limited 

access to power and water. 
 

Å The work is not particularly heavy, so youõll have plenty of opportunity to jump on to trips all 

around the Kimberley. 
 

Å Fitzroy Crossing is a tiny town, with only one (small) supermarket, two petrol stations and 

two pubs, so get a car and explore the Kimberley. 
 

Å Pretty much everything is closed on Sunday. 
 

Å Be prepared for lots of long car trips out bush. The nearest town of any size is Derby which 

is 3 hours away. 
 

Å Meet lots of people. There are heaps of interesting characters in Fitzroy. 
 

 

Marninwarntikura Fitzroy Womenõs Resource Centre (Marnin) 
 

Å Telstra sim cards are recommended to enable independent communication and maintain 

your usual support networks. 

 

Å Ask your supervisor to show you around Marninõs diverse services and programs to make the 

experience more enriching. 

 

Å Ask questions if you are unsure of things ð people will assume you have prior knowledge so 

be open about your range of knowledge.  Ask questions, talk to people, be open and 

outgoing. 

 

Å  Marnin has provided a practical guide to living in Fitzroy Crossing, which can be view on our 

website: 

https://auroraproject.com.au/sites/default/files/A%20practical%20guide%20to%20living

%20in%20FX.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://auroraproject.com.au/sites/default/files/A%20practical%20guide%20to%20living%20in%20FX.pdf
https://auroraproject.com.au/sites/default/files/A%20practical%20guide%20to%20living%20in%20FX.pdf
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Kununurra 

Kununurra weather  

 

 
Temperature 

Summer: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 23°C to an average maximum of 

40°C Winter: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 19°C to an average 

maximum of 35°C 

 

Climate 

The year is essentially divided into two seasons: the Wet (October to March) and the Dry 

(April to September). Most of the rain falls during the first three months of the year, and the 

air can be quite humid and sticky. As the Visitors Centre website puts it: òFrom about 

November onwards the weather changes dramatically, the temperature rises to around the 

40°C mark and the nights remain warm. The humidity 

also rises at this time. This is locally referred to as the òbuild-upó ð a time of the year that 

sees the build-up of storm clouds and threatening skies but little rain. The wettest months are in 

January and February and although not the ideal time to be travelling, these months offer 

some of the most spectacular sights of raging waterfalls, roaring rivers and a land replenished 

by the rains.ó 

 

Kununurra tourist information 
 

 
Visitor Centre 

Lot 75, Coolibah Drive, Kununurra, WA 

Phone: 08 9168 1177 

Website: www.visitkununurra.com 

 

Kununurra medical information 
 

Kununurra Community Health Centre 

Corner Messmate Way and Konkerberry Street, Kununurra 

Phone: 08 9168 2280 
 

Kununurra Hospital 

96 Coolibah Drive, Kununurra 

Phone: 08 9166 4222 

 

Kununurra transport 
 

Bus 

There is no public transport service in Kununurra. 

 
Taxi 

Alex Taxis: 131 008 

Mobile Taxi: 08 9168 2356 

Spudõs Tax Service: 0408 938 888 
 

Rental cars 

Avis Kimberley: 08 9169 1258 

Budget Rent-a-Car Kununurra: 08 9168 2033 

http://www.visitkununurra.com/
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Food and shopping in Kununurra 

 

 
Groceries 

Å Coles Supermarket (Konkerberry Road). 
 

Å Farmers Fruit and Vege Mart (Corner Konkerberry Drive and Ebony Street): 

Supplies meat from the Ord River Meat Supply. 
 

Å Tucker box Supermarket (Konkerberry Road): Slightly more expensive than Coles, 

but has better quality fruit and vegetables and more variety in general. 
 

 
Other 

Å Kununurra Telecentre Tourist Centre (Coolibah Drive): Internet facilities). 
 

Å Kununurra Newsagency (Messmate Way). 
 

Å Kununurra Post Office (Coolibah Drive). 
 

Å Kununurra Target (Messmate Drives). 
 

 

Dining out in Kununurra 
 
Cheap meals 

Å Gulliverõs Tavern (7 Cotton Tree Ave) has decent $10 lunch specials 
 

Å Foodwise there is Ivanhoe Farm on Ivanhoe Road which does great food, fresh ice-

cream and smoothies, as well as having pretty cheap fresh fruit and veg. 
 

Å Tuckerbox Coffee Lounge (Coolibah Drive). 
 

Å Zebra Rock Café (Packsaddle Road). 
 

Å Gigi's crepes and pizzas (Konkerberry Dr). 
 

Å Wild Mango Cafe (Konkerberry Dr) 
 

Å Kimberley Cafe (Papuana St) 

 

Å The Barra Shak is a reasonably priced, fish and chip shop out the front of the Lodge. 

The barramundi burger and crocodile rolls are worth trying. 

 

Mid-range meals 

Å Chopsticks Chinese Restaurant (off Konkerberry Road, Coolibah Drive). 
 

Å George Room Restaurant (Gulliverõs Tavern, Cottontree Avenue). 
 

Å Hotel Kununurra: Zebra Rock Bar and Restaurant (Messmate Way). 
 

Å Kellyõs Bar and Grill (Country Club Hotel, Coolibah Drive). 
 

Å The Pumphouse Restaurant (Lakehouse Drive): More expensive and a little way out of 

town but good food set in an old pump-house on the edge of Lake Kununurra. Open 

8am til late on Tuesday - Sunday www.thepumphouserestaurant.com 

 

http://www.thepumphouserestaurant.com/
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Entertainment in Kununurra 
 
Outdoors 

Å Note for summer interns - many of the cafes and sights are closed in the wet season, 

such as El Questro, farmers markets, and picture gardens. But don't despair, there are 

lots of waterholes within an hour's drive - you can go to a different one every weekend 

if you have access to a vehicle.  
 
Å For the wet season - waterholes are generally signposted on the highway ð be careful if 

it has rained or will rain as most roads off the highway are dirt. Molly Springs is lovely, 
Packsaddle is a long and difficult walk with no path. Even during the wet season, which 
everyone will tell you is boring, thereõs so much to do! In the wet, enjoy exploring some 
waterfalls and swimming spots. In both seasons, check out the Ord River and make a trip 
to Lake Argyle (more info below). 

 

Å If you go out bush make sure you always take water and have the phone numbers of 

a few people in town to call if anything goes wrong (you probably shouldnõt go out 

4WD by yourself anyway). 

 

Å There are lots of fishing spots within easy access of Kununurra. If you can organise to 

go out with the local Aboriginal people, not only will you be taken to the best spots, 

you might also be lucky enough to feast on fish cooked the traditional way, over a 

fire by the water. 
 

Å The Grotto, Victoria Highway (between Kununurra and Wyndham): Not far from Wyndham, the Grotto is 

a favourite swimming hole amongst locals. Picturesque cliffs surround a safe swimming hole that is fed by 

a stunning waterfall that is particularly powerful during the ôwetõ season. There is a 

swinging rope into the water if youõre feeling brave! 
 

Å Ivanhoe Crossing: This is where the salt- and fresh-water rivers meet, so be careful not 

to go in (although you will see some locals do it) as there are plenty of salt-water 

crocodiles here. It is quite beautiful and floods in the ôwetõ season, making the road 

impassable. 
 

Å Lake Argyle: About 40 minutesõ drive south of Kununurra, Lake Argyle is one of the ômust doõs if staying 

in Kununurra. You will see the Ord River Dam, which is 18 times the size of Sydney 

Harbour. You can even swim near the Dam wall ð but be warned, after swimming in 

there, we saw a freshwater crocodile glide by 10 minutes later! 

 

Å While Lake Kununurra is usually safe for swimming, a saltwater croc was sighted in the 
lake during June ô16. Itõs safest to check with the locals before going in. 
 

Å Kellyõs Knob is right next to the MG office and provides great views of Kununurra and 

the surrounding area. The lookout halfway up is a popular spot to watch spectacular 

sunsets ð and passing electrical storms in summer. 
 

Å Mirim National Park: Easy walking distance from the centre of Kununurra, the Mirima 

National Park (Hidden Valley) features sandstone cliffs similar to that of the famous 

Bungle Bungles. The age of the formations is said to be around 300 million years old 

and are particularly eye catching at sunrise and sunset. 
 

Å Valentine Springs (Valentine Springs Road): 20 minutes out of Kununurra Valentine 
Springs is a very safe and picturesque swimming hole, fed by some springs that are 
particularly powerful during the ôwetõ season. It is also a favourite amongst locals. 
 

Å Some recommendable ôtouristõ attractions for weekends off work: going for a flight over 
the Bungle Bungles with Slingair Heliworks. http://slingair.com.au/all-tours/bungle-
bungle-flights/ 

 

Å Going to ôEl Questroõ for a camping and bushwalking/hiking weekend away 
www.elquestro.com.au 

 

http://slingair.com.au/all-tours/bungle-bungle-flights/
http://slingair.com.au/all-tours/bungle-bungle-flights/
http://www.elquestro.com.au/
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Å The Kununurra Hash House Harriers go for bushwalks every weekend; meet at 'the Boab' 
(on the Victoria Hwy between Weaber Plain Rd & Messmate Way) 3pm Sundays. Be 
prepared to scull a beer afterwards. 

 
Å Explore the area as much as you can. Even if you only have access to a bicycle, itõs 

sufficient to go to areas such as Kellyõs Knob, Mirima National Park and Swim Beach. Go 
to Kellyõs Knob for sunrise, itõs a beautiful space to reflect. 

 

 
Other sights/activities 
Å Check the leisure centre pin-board where there are lots of clubs and social events that you can join and 

check out the swimming pool in town-itõs the best way to exercise without getting heat exhaustion. 
 

Å Visit Kimberley Fine Diamonds in Konkerberry Drive, it holds one of Australiaõs largest selection of 

coloured diamonds. 
 

Å Kununurra Leisure Centre (Coolibah Drive): Swimming pool ($5 entry), gymnasium ($7 entry) and squash 

courts ($6.50 for half an hour; $11.50 for one hour). Squash equipment available for hire. 
 

Å Visiting ôRockalong Stoneworksõ (2 Dianella Way) to see some of the unique stones (and stone creations) 

of the area. 
 

Å Taking a walk to the Kununurra markets at the showground each Saturday morning. 
 

Å Watching a movie at the outdoor Kununurra Picture Gardens. 
 

Å Listening (or participating in) Karaoke at the ôHotel Kununurraõ on Wednesday nights 

www.hotelkununurra. com.au 
 
Å Going along to any local events that may be on during your stay (such as the 

ôKununurra Show,õ the 

ôKimberley Moonõ or a wide range of NAIDOC Week activities. 
 
Å Go to the Community Gardens on Sunday mornings, 7:30-10am, located on Coolibah 

Dr opposite the hospital (go down the dentist's driveway). Visit the 'Kununurra 

Community Gardens' Facebook page for info. The gardens are an oasis of 

sustainability in a town that has no recycling or vegetarian restaurants, and you might 

bag yourself some organic sweet potato, papaya, spinach etc etc if you help out with 

a bit of weeding.  
 
Å The language centre does Miriwoong classes on Tuesday afternoons - sign up early so 

you don't miss out. 
 
Å See Facebook page 'ADDICTED.studio - dance, gym and fitness' for another gym that 

has fitness classes such as yoga and spin. 
 
Å A lady called Wendy does yoga classes about 15 minutesõ drive out of town - ask 

around for her phone number. 

 

Å Home Valley, a ranch 90 minutesõ drive outside of Kununurra. Really quiet, 150kms 

form anywhere. It is beautiful, and everything you need is there: bore water, solar 

power, and two swimming pools. The views out over the river and from the lookouts 

over the surrounding valley were absolutely stunning. 

  

Art galleries 

Å Artlandish (Papuana Street): Indigenous Art. 
 

Å Artopia (Konkerberry Drive): contemporary non-Indigenous Art. 
 

Å Diversion Gallery (Konkerberry Drive). 
 
Å Our Land Gallery (Coolibah Drive). 

 
Å Red Rock Art (Coolibah Drive). 
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Å Warringarri Aboriginal Arts (Speargrass Road). Sometimes Waringarri Arts will be 

open to the public when a corroboree is held and this would certainly be worthwhile 

attending. 
 
Å Zebra Rock Gallery (Packsaddle Road): This cafe is situated amongst beautifully 

maintained gardens. You can go and feed the fish and turtles whilst wandering around 

the gardens. Have a look at the local zebra rock, which is made of fossilised algae that 

gives it a stripy pattern. It is the only place in the world where this unique rock has 

been found. When you have finished, cap it off by walking amongst the peacocks and 

drinking one of the famous mango smoothies and talking to the talking cockatoos! 
 
Å The gallery at Warmun 200kms south is 100% owned by the local Aboriginal 

community and has an extensive range of beautiful traditional local Aboriginal art. 

 

 
Nightlife in Kununurra 

 

Å Gulliverõs Tavern is a bar on Cottontree Avenue, phone number 08 9168 1666. 
 
Å Hotel Kununurra: Has a very relaxed atmosphere with pool and outside tables. There is 

karaoke on Wednesday nights and everyone is encouraged to participate! Trivia on 

Tuesday nights is also lots of fun. 
 
Å Visit the local pub in Wyndam Town Hotel (34 OõDonnell Street, Wydham) and walk 

up Kellyõs Nob for a great view of the town. 

 
 

Tips from past interns 
 

General 
 

Å Kununurra generally has a higher cost of living than capital cities and larger regional 

centres (this is mainly due to the cost of freight required to ship things to this remote 

part of the Kimberley). Food is considerably more expensive, especially fruit, 

vegetables and dairy. Petrol is about 30% more than capital city prices. 

 

Å Look on the Kununurra Community Board on Facebook for opportunities for house-sitting 
or couchsurfing to save on accommodation costs. Everythingõs more expensive up here so 
be prepared and have a budget from day one. 

 

Å Everything is pretty much in walking distance. Try to source accommodation in town as 
opposed to 'Lakeside' unless you have access to vehicle or bicycle. 

 

Å Join the 'Kununurra Community Notice Board' and 'Kununurra Trading Place' to keep up 
with events and buy and sell items.  Use the Kununurra Facebook community notice 
board and the town's Facebook accommodation page. Seek out other interns and 
graduates in the town (nurses, med+law students, teachers), as there a lot of people 
interested in exploring the East Kimberley on weekends, especially if they are in the 
town short term. There is so much to do on the weekends and after work, so get involved 
socially in town if you can. 

 
Å Most SIM cards work in town, but only Telstra will work more than 20km out of town - 

it's possible to get by without Telstra but be prepared to have no reception on outreach 
trips or when visiting waterholes. It might be worth getting a prepaid sim to use for the 
week if you want to be able to contact friends and families.  

 

Å The Hotels and Motels in Halls Creek don't have wifi access so if you are doing uni 

courses at the same time as your internship it would be helpful to have access to a 
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Telstra internet dongle. They can be purchased from the post office, and possibly Coles 

as well. 

 

Å In winter the sun is up around 5:00am and sets at around 5:30pm. Getting up early 
there are lots of things you can do, like kayaking on Lake Kununurra. 

 
Å Kununurra isnõt too difficult to get around, most places are within walking distance, but 

for weekends or afternoons having access to a 4WD is beneficial as a lot of the rivers 

are accessed along tracks. Automatic cars are very uncommon in the area. Having a 

manual license would definitely be a help, although I did manage fine without one. 

 

Å Hiring a vehicle was an absolute must in Kununurra over the wet season due to the 

extreme heat and humidity.  

 

Å Fainting is very common amongst visitors to Kununurra so I would emphasis that any 

future interns ensure that they are kept hydrated. Most of the roads are closed over 

the wet season due to the rain.  
 
Å Every building is air-conditioned and if you dress for outside temperatures, there are 

times when youõll be too cold inside. 
 
Å Listen to Warringarri Radio, a great way to hear local news.  

 

Å Once in Kununurra, MDMg also run occasional public lectures, that present some of 

the work they are involved in. They are informative, and the intern can contact then 

in advance to see if they are running any during their placement. 
 

Å The Kununurra Library (located at the local high school) has some great, and hard to 

find resources on the Indigenous communities in the East Kimberley. Their ôlocal 

interestõ section is fantastic and I would thoroughly recommend interns go check it out 

and do some further reading on the history of the people of the East Kimberley. 
 

Å If you will be in Kununurra during the dry season (winter), remember to take at least 

a couple of warm jumpers with you. Although I was able to enjoy almost a constant 

30 degrees during the day, and although most nights were pretty mild, temperatures 

could still get down to only around 11 degrees at night. 

 

Å If you can, save up some extra money and take home some spectacular Indigenous 

art. There's quite a few local galleries. About $300 will get you an original approx. 

45cmx45cm size. 
 

Å Read ôKartiya are like Toyotasõ by Kim Mahood: 

https://griffithreview.com/articles/kartiya-are-like-toyotas/  

 

Aboriginal Legal Service WA (ALSWA), Kununurra 
 

Å Tasks undertaken by past interns has included: 
o Client interviews 

o Courtroom attendance 
o Research  
o Circuit court trips 
o Front desk and telephone reception. 

 
Å Express your interest to go on circuit ð youõll enjoy the travel and will get to meet a lot of 

people. 
 

Kimberley Community Legal Service (KCLS) 
 

https://griffithreview.com/articles/kartiya-are-like-toyotas/
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Å Hours are flexible but people are usually there from 8:30 to 4:30. Lunch is also 

flexible, generally people go for about an hour at about 12. Email the office so that 

everyone knows where you are. 

 

Å If you have your own laptop it might be helpful to bring it - KCLS laptops and 

computers are quite old/slow and if there are several interns, there may not be 

enough to go around. If you do use your own laptop, bring a usb for easy transfer 

of documents. 
 

Å Dress is smart casual, and heat appropriate. There is always air conditioning set to 

24 degrees, but if you go to visit clients you will soon be sweltering in sleeves and 

long pants. Fridays are casual. Thongs can be okay but not all the time ð not in the 

dry season. Sandals are fine, although most of the males wore closed shoes. I would 

say that the dress code is "business casual". Suits and heels are definitely NOT 

required! 
 

Å Put your hand up for everything, especially outreach trips. There is always something 

going on, e.g. submissions being drafted and events being organised, so let the 

person responsible know if youõre interested in helping out. Interns can attend Halls 

Creek outreach trips but will need to fund their own accommodation for the trip. This 

could be around $750-800 for four nights. 

 

Å KCLS are very accustomed to having interns, and will invite you to various social 

things in town (trivia night, hiking on the weekend) - get involved early if you can. 

Also try to seek out previous interns (e.g. through the facebook group) to ask for 

feedback and preparation tips. 
 

Å Read KCLS's submissions to the Royal Commission into Institutional Child Sexual 

Abuse and media on the WA Stolen Wages and Redress schemes to get an idea of 

what KCLS's clients faced in the past and continue to face today.  
 

Å If possible, find accommodation with off-road parking. KCLS has two vehicles that 

need to be taken home nights and weekends, and you may be able to use them for 

day trips to waterholes on the weekend (no 4WDing or overnight trips though). 
 

Å Ask for work and demonstrate your capacity to do it, and you will never be bored.  
 

Å Donõt be afraid to ask for a little time off if you need it. I was studying GDLP full 

time and Tom was always happy for me to leave early for a test or something if 

needed. But keep in mind if youõre collecting PLT days, whole days off wonõt count.  
 

Å Get involved in the community. Whether itõs the community gardens, the Sunday 

Hash walks, gym classes or just eating at the local cafes, it makes for a much better 

experience than watching movies on your laptop in your room. People are really 

friendly and youõll start to get to know faces around town, and strike up connections 

that will last long after you leave.  
 

Å Interns may be able to attend court to observe the proceedings in the Magistrate's 

Court, or, if it is sitting, the District Court. 

 

Å Every second Thursday is staff pot luck, there's always tonnes of food and it's been 

fun to bake things to contribute. 
 

Å There is a Subway located close to KCLS. 

 

Å KCLS have a sleeping bag and a swag that interns can borrow if you go camping 

on the weekends. 
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Å I brought my laptop but I didn't end up using it at all. KCLS has plenty of computers 

you can use, and it's apparently quite difficult to set up a private laptop onto the 

staff server anyway. 

 

Yawoorroong Miriuwung Gajerrong Yirrgeb Noong Dawang 

Aboriginal Corp (MG CORP) 
 

Å Generally, work starts at 8:00am. 
 

Å Dress is smart casual to semi-formal, on hot days thongs are okay. 
 

Å If youõre at the camp and donõt like to wake up at 4:30am then pack your lunch and 

breakfast the night before and store in the mini fridge provided. This will make you 

much happier. 
 

Å The learning doesnõt stop as soon as you step out of the workplace. Take any 

opportunity to engage in the local area and community as much as possible. 
 
Å I would encourage interns to get out and about and explore the Kimberley but to be 

careful, especially talking about places you've been with Traditional Owners in case 

it is a sensitive area for them or they do not like tourists going to certain sites even if 

well known in the community. 
 

Å If you donõt have friends or contacts within Kununurra you will be extremely limited 

without your own transport as MG Corp does not give out vehicles on the weekends 

and a vehicle is vital to accessing most interesting places in the region. 

 

Å (Appropriate) humour seemed to be a really effective way to establish rapport and 

positive relationships with many of the local people. It also helps both yourself and the 

people you are working with to 

continue to smile and stay strong/positive even if you are dealing with some fairly serious issues. 
 

Å Another good resource for MG Corp interns would be to ask their supervisor about 

the opportunity to get in touch with the Mirima Dawang Woorlab-gerring Language 

and Culture Centre, where there is an opportunity to participate in Miriwoong 

language and culture training. 
 

Å Stay close to the building if you do not have a car. Stay at a backpackers if you 

donõt know anyone so that you can travel with others. Hiring a car is really expensive. 
 

Å If you feel like you donõt have enough to do, say something! Donõt hesitate to ask to be 

involved. Voice your thoughts, wants and needs otherwise your supervisor wonõt know - 

they want your experience to be rewarding just as much as you do.  

 

 

Aboriginal Legal Service WA (ALSWA)  

 
Å Make sure to try and go on circuit, you'll enjoy the travel and will get to meet 

different local people and diversify your experiences in the region..  

Å If you feel like you donõt have enough to do, say something! Donõt hesitate to ask to be 

involved. Voice your thoughts, wants and needs otherwise your supervisor wonõt know - 

they want your experience to be rewarding just as much as you do.  

Å If you feel like you donõt have enough to do, say something! Donõt hesitate to ask to be 

involved. Voice your thoughts, wants and needs otherwise your supervisor wonõt know - 

they want your experience to be rewarding just as much as you do.  

Å If you feel like you donõt have enough to do, say something! Donõt hesitate to ask to be 

involved. Voice your thoughts, wants and needs otherwise your supervisor wonõt know - 

they want your experience to be rewarding just as much as you do. 
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Northern Territory 

Northern organisations 

Darwin 

 

Darwin weather 
 

 
Temperature 

Summer: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 25°C to an average maximum of 35°C 

Winter: Temperatures range from an average minimum of 15°C to an average maximum of 28°C 

 

Climate 

The top part of the state, around the Kakadu National Park area, is very tropical. The year is essentially 

divided into two seasons: the Wet (October to March) and the Dry (April to September). Most of the rain falls 

during the first three months of the year, and the air can be quite humid and sticky. 
 

From www.tourismtopend.com.au: 

òThe indigenous people of the Top End recognise five to seven seasons. January and February make up the 

bulk of Top Endõs tropical summer, considered by many as its most beautiful time of year. A predictable daily 

ritual of sunshine and afternoon storms refreshes the landscape and encourages an explosion in animal and 

plant life. Rivers flow, plains flood and waterfalls roar; particularly dazzling sights from above in a light 

aircraft or helicopter. 
 

òAs the heavy rains begin to ease in March and April, rivers subside and the transition from wet to dry begins. 

Fish, a main food source for the Indigenous people, are plentiful in the rivers and billabongs as they feed 

frenetically in the run-off from the floodplains. This is considered the prime fishing time for anglers, who flock to 

huge tidal rivers around Darwin, Kakadu and Katherine to catch barramundi, many over a metre long. 
 

òRelatively cool weather arrives in May, and until July, nights are crisp and the mornings are misty with 

temperatures ranging from 17-23 degrees C during the night and a very pleasant 29-32 degrees C during the 

day. The early fires typical of this time of year stir the animals, marking the beginning of hunting season for the 

Aboriginal people. The clear skies of this dry season herald the onset of outdoor activity and festivity in the Top 

End, where celebrations like the Darwin Festival feature performances staged in parks, under canopies of palm 

trees and the clear night sky. 
 

òBirds in their millions converge on waterholes and rivers during August and September as the reduction in 

rainfall forces waterholes to contract. This makes observing them easy for birdwatchers who come to witness up 

to a third of Australiaõs bird species congregate in one place. Hunting for animals that flock to the scattered 

water sources is a traditional Aboriginal activity at this time. 
 

òFrom October to December, dark, threatening clouds roll across the sky, but rarely deliver rain. This is the 

season of spectacular electrical storms, a phenomenon that is eagerly anticipated by locals who watch the 

show from beachside restaurants and outdoor pubs. This is the time that termites begin building their nests; 

rare and unusual formations that spring from the landscape at places like Litchfield National Park.ó 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tourismtopend.com.au/
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Darwin tourist information 
 

 
Tourist office 
 

Visitors Centre 

Corner Knuckey and Mitchell Streets 

Phone: 08 8936 2499 

Website: www.tourismtopend.com.au 

 

Darwin medical information 
 

Night and Day Medical and Dental Surgery 

Shop 31, Casuarina Shopping Centre 

Phone: 08 8927 1899 

 

Royal Darwin Hospital Rocklands Drive, Casuarina Phone: 08 8922 8888 
 

 

Darwin transport 
 

 

Bus 

Darwin bus runs the local services, and is based around the depot near the corner of Smith Street. Fares will vary 
according to the number of zones you travel through. If you find you are using the bus a lot, it may be a good 
idea to get an unlimited all-zones daily or weekly pass. For routes, maps and timetables see: 
www.nt.gov.au/transport/public/bus/routes.shtml 

 

Be aware that buses will often take long and short routes to get to a destination. Ask the driver if the bus you 
are on is going the quickest route or you may be in for a longish ride.  Past interns recommend not relying on 
buses to ever be on time ð theyõre often early or very late.  Also, the services tend to finish up quite early on 
weeknights (and some on weekends), so consider taking a cab home if youõre out late. 

 

Bring your student card. Past interns have advised us that travel on some buses in Darwin is free for students. 
There are particular buses which have a set fare. $2 permits three hours of unlimited travel in and around the 
metropolitan area.  You can buy a student travel ten with your student ID card (any state) ð it is $7 for 10 trips! 

 

Tour Tub: A minibus touring Darwinõs sights which allows you to hop on or off anywhere along its circuit from 9am 
to 4pm. Departs from Knuckey Street, and youõll be charged a set fare for the day. 

 

Taxi 

City Radio Taxis: 08 8981 3777 

Darwin Radio Taxis: 131 008 

Tropical Taxis: 08 8947 3333 

 

In addition to the normal taxi service, Darwin has two taxi bus services that will take you anywhere within the 
area for a flat rate of $2: Arafura Shuttle: 08 8981 3300 and Unique Minibus: 08 8928 1100. 

 

Bike 

Darwin is a very bike-friendly city, and past interns have commented that they found bikes the most convenient 
means of getting around. Having a bicycle is extremely useful in getting around and makes it much easier to see 
the local surrounds. It is inexpensive and easy to take a bicycle on the plane. A lot of the backpacker hostels also 
rent out bikes, as do a couple of shops like those below: 

 

 
Å Kakadu Dreams (Mitchell Street): 08 8941 0655. 
 

Å Darwin Tennis Centre (corner Bagot and Old McMillans Roads): 0418 891 111. 
 

http://www.tourismtopend.com.au/
http://www.nt.gov.au/transport/public/bus/routes.shtml
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Å You can also hire a motor scooter for around $65 per day and they are a great way to get around as 

Darwin is relatively flat. (Not a good idea in the wet season). 
 

Å E-Summer (corner Mitchell and Peel Streets): 08 8941 2434, email: chloe@esummer.com.au.  

 

From the airport 

Airport Shuttle Bus: This will pick you up and drop you off practically anywhere in the city for around $15. 

Taxi: A taxi from the airport will probably cost you around $25 to $30. 

 
 

Food and shopping in Darwin 
 

 
Groceries 
Å Coles: In the Mitchell Centre, a few blocks down from the NLC. 

 

Å Parap Fine Foods (40 Parap Road, Parap): Gourmet food, including lots of organic and health foods. 
 

Å Woolworths: On the corner of Smith and Cavenagh Streets. 
 

 
Markets 
Å Nightcliff Markets are good for authentic, cheap, Asian food on Saturday and Sunday mornings. www. 

nightcliffmarkets.com.au 
 

Å Parap Markets are held weekly on Saturday mornings from about 8.00am to 1.30pm. They offer great 

Asian food, cheap fruit and vegetables, and some art and crafts. parapvillage.com.au 
 

Å Rapid Creek Market is a good place for fresh fruit and vegetables. 

www.rapidcreekshoppingcentre.com.au/rapid-creek-sunday-markets 
 

Å Mindil Beach Markets: Thursday and Sunday nights (dry season only). Take the bus from outside 

Woolworths to the first stop after the casino. Loads of fantastic stall food. www.mindil.com.au 
 

 

Dining out in Darwin 
 
Cheap food 
Å If you want to save money, ask other interns, staff at the organisation and accommodation hosts about 

markets and places to eat which are not tourist spots. Darwin can be quite expensive and having local 

knowledge proves invaluable. 

 

Å For cheap seafood and a beautiful sunset, head to Stokes Hill Wharf. 
 

Å The Beachfront Hotel (close to the University): Great for an occasional meal or snack. A game of pool 

in the back bar can be good, but beware it can be a bit rough. 
 

Å There are heaps of great cafes to explore (Rabbit Hole, AlleyCats, Lucky Bat, Sweet Brew Café, 

Laneway Café, the Foreshore Café, the Sailing Club, the Trailer Boat Club).  Grab a decent coffee at 

either Four Birds Cafe or Ducks Nuts Cafe - both in the city. Simply Foods in Star Arcade (off the Smith 

Street Mall) is a great vegetarian cafe. 
 

Å Dolce Espresso Bar (Shop 18A, Paspalis Centrepoint): Coffee bar and bistro, mains under $20. 
 

Å Groovy Groper: Fresh burgers and chips, sold in a tram at the wharf ð mains around $8. 
 

Å Roma Bar (Cavenagh Street): Famously immortalised in a Midnight Oil song, the Roma Bar is a 

favourite hangout for visiting celebrities like Nicole Kidman. The food is plentiful and best of all, there 

is free wireless internet. 
 

Å Thai Noodlebox (Mitchell Street): Fresh noodles and stir-fries ð mains $6 to $12. 

 
 

mailto:chloe@esummer.com.au
http://www/
http://www/
http://www.rapidcreekshoppingcentre.com/
http://www.mindil.com.au/
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Å There are a variety of restaurants at Cullen Bay, just take your pick. Yots Greek restaurant is one of the 

most popular. 
 
Å Magic Wok (West Lane Arcade, off Bennett Street) is a place where you pick out all the vegies you 

want stir-fried and the chef cooks it in a little glass-walled room while you watch! An entertaining 

experience as well as delicious.  www.magicwok.com.au 

 

Å Rendez Vous (near Parliament House): best laksa in Darwin 

 

 Å Go check out Frillyõs one weekend, itõs a good experience ð combined café / op shop, pay by 

donation. 

 

Å Spice Garden in Nightcliff: incredible Sri Lankan food 

 

If youõre feeling riché 

Å Cornucopia Museum Café (Conacher Street, adjacent to the Museum in Fannie Bay): Has great 

breakfasts, good coffee, and a view over the harbour. Check out the Museum 
while youõre there. 

 

Å Hanuman (Mitchell Street ð next to the Entertainment Centre) is a restaurant in town. 

Delish food, a bit on the expensive side but worth it ð mains $16 to $25. 
 

Å Any of the pubs on Mitchell Street ð be aware prices in these pubs can be up around $25 for a steak. 
 

 

Entertainment in Darwin 
 

 
Sights 

 

Å Aquascene (28 Doctors Gully Road): Bring your stale bread here for feeding the mullet and catfish ð the 

fish have trained the locals and tourists to feed them every day at high tide (smart fish). aquascene.com. au 
 

Å Crocodylus Park (McMillans Road, Berrimah): A breeding complex for crocodiles (amongst other 

things), and thereõs an opportunity for you to cuddle a baby croc (not as fluffy as a koala, but way more 

exciting). www.crocodyluspark.com.au 
 

Å Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory (Conacher Street, Fannie Bay): Includes the NT 

Aboriginal art collection, plus a big exhibition devoted to Cyclone Tracy. Better yet, itõs free! 
 

Å Spend time at the Hot Springs and Bucking Bull definite highlight outside of work www.arounddarwin.com. 

au/darwin_swimming.html 
 

Å The Territory Wildlife Park is a 45-minute drive south of Darwin to Berry Springs (Cox Peninsula Rd, Berry 

Springs, NT 0838), opens every day (except Christmas Day) from 8.30am to 6.00pm www. 

territorywildlifepark.com.au 

 

Cultural 

Å There is a lot of art, and galleries to boot. There is always a show opening if you want something to do in 

town of an evening.  Pick up a copy of the free Darwin entertainment magazine ôOff the Leashõ for listings 

of openings, gigs, screenings, readings, and other fun stuff. 
 

Å If you are there in July, the Darwin Fringe Festival is a hoot. 

 

Å If you're lucky enough to be in Darwin during August, the Darwin Festival is on. It has an incredible line up 

of gigs, art shows, large concerts and activities. 

 

Å There is also Territory Day, the craft market, the Darwin show ð the list goes on! 
 

Å Don't miss out on the Art Gallery (the collection is amazing). 

 

Å The Browns Mart theatre is great, check out if any shows are on. 

http://www.magicwok.com.au/
http://www.crocodyluspark.com.au/
http://www.arounddarwin.com/
http://www/
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Outdoors 

Å Always have water and sunscreen with you when moving around outside, and be prepared to sweat 

exorbitantly. 

 

Å Darwin Harbour is a great place for diving, mainly because of all the shipwrecks from WWII and Cyclone 

Tracy. Diving trips and courses are available from places like Cullen Bay Dive (66 Marina Boulevard, 

Cullen Bay) www.divedarwin.com or Coral Divers (42 Stewart Highway, Stuart Park) 08 8981 2686. You 

will need to check the tides before you dive because diving is restricted to mid tide. Itõs a good idea to ring 

and check very early. Despite what the locals tell you, you will need a wreck-diving certification and you 

need to be reasonably experienced. 
 

Å Fishing is probably the most popular sport in the NT. You donõt need a boat, just go to the wharf or 

anywhere along the fore shore at high tide. Try and fish where you see other people fishing as crocs and 

jellyfish can be a problem.  

 

Å Regarding safety, I would ask locals/fellow co-workers about best practices regarding beach walking, 

crocodiles etc: the rule I observed was that beach walking during daylight hours is alright, but be 

observant and don't actually walk near/in the water. Once it starts getting dark, stay away. 
 

Å There are pools in Darwin but they are located out of the CBD. A fantastic outdoor saltwater pool is 

located at Nightcliff, on the cliffs overlooking the beach. 
 

Å If in need of exercise, it is possible to purchase casual visits, or a one-month membership at the Darwin Gym. 

Itõs a barn (literally) but the cardio equipment is great, and often much more practical than going jogging in 

the sweltering heat! 
 

Å There is a Darwin Runners/Walkers club that puts on 5km/2km runs each Wednesday night in different 

locations, and a ParkRun operates Saturday mornings at 7am along the esplanade. 
 

Å The coastal reserve bike and walking track is just behind the University, and is very pleasant. It is a 

5-minute walk to the beach, 10 minutes to the Beachfront Hotel, and 20 minutes to the lovely Nightcliff 

pool. Please note: it is not safe to walk along this track at night.  
 
Å Nothing to do on Sundays, Swing Time NT runs free outdoor swing dance classes every Sunday from 4.30-

6pm on the Nightcliff Foreshore (just near the Nightcliff Jetty). The swing crowd is friendly, the view is 
fantastic, the music is awesome and youõll have a wonderful time. No experience needed, no partner 
needed, no co-ordination needed! 

 
Å East point is a great place for a walk - there is a bike/walking path all along the coast line. 

 

Å It can be really hard to stay fit in Darwin during the wet, as it's so hot and humid that exercise is tough. 
Playing tennis in the evening after work when it starts to cool down is a good way to keep fit and socialise. 
There are a number of free courts around Darwin. Public tennis courts can be found in Ross Smith Avenue in 
Parap, Aralia St in Nightcliffe and Chrisp St in Rapid Creek. http://www.darwin.nt.gov.au/live/your-
community/recreation-and-sport/tennis-and-netball-courts  

 

Å Barefoot bowls at Fannie Bay 

 
Day and weekend trips 

 
Å Kakadu National Park: Youõll probably need to set aside a few days to explore this one. It consists mostly 

of woodlands (both eucalypt bush and monsoon rainforest), with long patches of mangrove swamps along 
the coast. Itõs an incredible area, and is home to a huge variety of birds and other wildlife. It also has a 
large number of Aboriginal rock art sites (many of which are not accessible to the public ð check with NLC). 
Watch out for snakes. Entry fee is around $25. This will allow you to stay in the park for seven days. 

 

Å Litchfield National Park: Includes a big chunk of the Tabletop Range, with features such as the magnetic 
termite mounds, swimming holes (Buley Rockhole and Florence Falls), waterfalls (Wangi Falls and Tomer 
Falls), and lots of bushwalking possibilities. If you go to Litchfield in the wet make sure you wear covered 
shoes as there are lots of leeches on some of the walking tracks, especially when it has been raining. 

o If you are taking a trip to Litchfield or Katherine, make sure you stop at the Adelaide Hotel. It's a 

http://www.divedarwin.com/
http://www.darwin.nt.gov.au/live/your-community/recreation-and-sport/tennis-and-netball-courts
http://www.darwin.nt.gov.au/live/your-community/recreation-and-sport/tennis-and-netball-courts
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quintessentially Territory pub with great food. Highly recommend the Barra burger. About an hour 
from Darwin, it's a good pit stop location. 

 

Å The tourist mecca of Mitchell Street offers plenty of opportunities to book tours to Litchfield, Kakadu and 
other places. 

 

Å In Darwin, during wet season, a lot of roads get closed. Donõt plan to visit any of the National Parks until 
you get to Darwin and see what the weather is doing as you may get disappointed. 

 
Å Mataranka Hot Springs 

 

Å Katherine Gorge and Edith Falls are definitely worth a trip to- itõs worth splurging on the sunset dinner 
cruise.  A motorboat tour is a spectacular way to see the Gorge.  Kayaking through Katherine Gorge is 
also recommended. 

 

 

Nightlife in Darwin 
 
Cinemas 
Å Darwin City Cinema (Mitchell Street): The cityõs largest cinema complex, features mainstream movies. 

 

Å Darwin Film Society (Conacher Street, Fannie Bay): Arthouse flicks. 
 

Å Deckchair Cinema: Only open during the dry season, an outdoor cinema showing a variety of new and 
older flicks. 

 

 
Bars and nightclubs 
Å If drunken revelry is not your thing, avoid going to Mitchell Street pubs on a Friday or Saturday night. 

Drinking culture massive, the rumours are true. 
 

Å Lizard Bar (one of the bars at the Top End Hotel ð see above): Has a horseshoe-shaped beer garden and 
live bands on Friday and Saturday nights. 

 

Å Nirvana (138 Smith Street): A cool bar not far from the city centre. Tuesday is open-mic night. 
 

Å Top End Hotel (Corner Mitchell and Daly Streets): An entertainment complex including three bars and a 
sports bar (almost entirely filled with British football fans). 

 

Å For a more alternative night out, go to cosy Happy Yess Bar (12 Smith St, Darwin), a not-for-profit venue 
that stages local bands and comedians. It is open from 9pm Thursday through Sunday. 

 

Å The Darwin Railway Club (Somerville Gardens, Parap) is a good place for live entertainment and they do 
swing dancing classes on Wednesday nights. They have a beautiful beer garden and put on a great quiz 
night. 

 

Å The Ski Club and The Sail Club located on the beach front in Fannie Bay and is a great place to take 

friends on a Sunday afternoon enjoying the live entertainment. They also have weekly trivia. 
 

Å There are gigs on at the Old Railway Hotel and Happy Yess. 
 
Å Stone House is a really nice wine bar, and Six Tanks is also nice, but for a real Darwin pub vibe try the 

Tap. 
 

Å The Beachfront Hotel in Rapid Creek was recent renovated from grungy old pub to hip new venue, which 
was Darwin's best trivia on Wednesday nights 

 

 

Tips from past interns 
 

General 
 
 

Å Getting to know other Aurora interns in Darwin is a great idea and easy, as most are located within the city 

and can provide some much-appreciated social interaction on the weekends.  Use the list emailed out at 

the beginning of the round to do this, or the Aurora Alumni Network on facebook. 
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Å Try to get accommodation in Darwin away from the main tourist drag. Elkes is located in the quieter end of 

town, which is much nicer.  Some interns have suggested finding accommodation further from the city centre 

(e.g. Fannie Bay, Nightcliff) as this is where most interns and lawyers live.  As one intern put it, ôeverywhere 

that's not the CBD is that much more tropical-paradise-ish, and the proximity of beaches and palm trees 

and gorgeous sunsets is so worth the 20 minute commute.õ 

 

Å Another intern notes ôIn Darwin while things look close on a map it is actually difficult to get around if you 

live on the border of the city. Recommend staying closer to the centre so that you are not restricted by 

public transport as it finishes very early in the day.õ Darwin has limited public transport. 

 

Å CDU is a good accommodation suggestion for interns at Darwin. It is a really great place to make friends. 

www.cdu.edu.au/nfih   If you are staying at Charles Darwin University's International House familiarise 

yourself with events on offer as you may be able to join trips to places like Litchfield National Park and 

Adelaide River Crocodile Cruise for little to no cost. 

 

Å If you stay in a share house, your housemates can help introduce you to the Darwin lifestyle. 

 
Å Check that the place you are staying in has a fan or air-conditioning. 
 
Å IDH accommodation provides sheets, towel and you can hire a kitchen set. You can also hire bikes and 

camping gear from them for free.  
 

Å Bring an eye mask and ear plugs if you want to sleep in longer than 7:30am.  Or, if you're a light sleeper 

bring earplugs - Darwin is loud at night. 

 
Å Be prepared to go with the flow. Things donõt move as fast in the Territory as they do in other states.  

Especially when youõre out on country, be prepared for things to take a while to get going. 
 

Å Budget! Darwin is an expensive city to live in. A coffee will set you back at least $4. Fresh food is 

expensive ð particularly fruit and vegetables. It can be cheaper to shop at markets rather than Coles or 

Woolworths for groceries. 
 

Å This is also the case when going out bush, where at times your only meal option will cost $30. 
 

Å Bring a jumper/jacket if you are placed in Darwin, even in summer, as the air conditioning is always 

turned up incredibly high in all buildings and shops. 
 

Å You canõt order home delivery during a storm. It is considered an OH&S hazard for drivers to go out at 

this time. 
 

Å Investigate internet access and transport options before you leave, if you are stationed in a remote area 

it allows you to work and travel independently. 
 

Å If hiring a car, book as soon as your placement is confirmed as they can be booked out weeks or months 

in advance. 
 

Å In the wet season, things in Darwin can get mouldy, I would recommend buying something from the 

supermarket to prevent mould. 
 

Å You need a heavy duty umbrella not just a cheap one as the winds can be very strong when it rains. 
 

Å In wet season a lot of things are not open such as the Deckchair Cinema, the Mindil Markets and Kakadu 

is hard to access. 
 

Å If you donõt have a car, itõs best to find somewhere to live close to a bus stop. Stay close to a bus line! Not 
just the bus line required to get to work, but also to busses that can get you around Fannie 
Bay/Nightcliff/Casuarina etc. Also the bus services stop early... 

 
 

Å Sit down with one of your supervisors or someone you are working with and a map and ask them to 

point out the good places for you to visit. They will have a lot of information on what is happening on the 

weekends and the ômust dosõ of Darwin. 
 

http://www.cdu.edu.au/nfih
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Å If you are going to do fieldwork it is a good idea to bring a number of long-sleeved cotton tops, as they 

are comfortable, appropriate and will keep you from getting sunburnt. Past interns tell us itõs good to wear 

items that are loose and comfortable as you may spend a good deal of time sitting on the ground. 
 

Å If you are doing a summer internship in Darwin you will be there during the wet season, which means it 

is very warm and sticky. You should bring lots of changes of clothing, especially t-shirts or singlets, as it is 

likely you will want to get changed a few times a day. Light clothes are ideal for the humid weather. 
 

Å Never underestimate the NT sun. You will burn easily and quickly especially when out on the water.  
 

Å If going in dry season swimmers are a must. 

 

Å After a while you get used to being covered in sweat all the time, which is an important skill to have in the 

wet season! 
 

Å Darwin is really flat and everything is really close to the city, so if you are a cyclist, itõs heaven! (Maybe 

not in the build-up, but itõs excellent in the dry.) 
 

Å Be sure to take insect repellent to Darwin. At the full moon, midgies are at their worst. It is not when the 

midgies bite it is after they bite, when they urinate on the bite, that causes the itch. And the itch is VERY 

itchy. 
 

Å If you have spare time on the weekend, the water park at Leanyer is free. 
 

Å Most of your entertainment like the cinemas, restaurants a gym and bars and even a crocodile park are all 

located on the one street, Mitchell Street. 
 

Å A good thing to do on the weekend is visit the Darwin Waterfront, there are lots of restaurants and you can 

swim at the wave pool. 
 

Å Read any information you can get about the organisation you are going to, particularly if it is a non-NTRB, 

see if you can find out the kind of work they do and do a bit of a refresher before you go there so you 

have an idea before you walk in the door. You canõt be prepared for everything, but a little bit of prior 

knowledge goes a long way. 
 

Å There is an express bus into Darwin city from Palmerston Bus Interchange in the morning and afternoon that 

is only $1 for students, $3 without a student card. It is super easy, and probably quicker than driving! You 

can get a weekly pass for $7 with your student card. Buy it from the bus driver. 

 

Å Research into the bus routes in Darwin before you arrive. Remember to take your student ID card - (NOT 

concession cards). The buses are not as bad as everyone says, particularly if you download the app 'NT 

Bustracker'.  The buses do stop early in the night though (around 8pm on weekdays, and even earlier on 

weekends and public holidays), so I found that factoring taxi money into my budget was the best way to 

go. 

 

Å Hiring cars with other interns and going into the NT bush like Kakadu cannot be missed! You can rent a car 

even on your Provisional licence if you don't go to the mainstream car rental places. Just look into the one 

on Mitchell street in the city. 

 

Å Be croc wise ð be cautious walking down the beach or near a creek (even if other people are not). 
 
Å The Nightlife pool is beautiful and worth a visit, you can also ride along the foreshore bike path and go to 

the foreshore café 
 

Å When booking for theatres and travelling film festivals in Darwin, you should try to book the Fri/Sat night 
in advance as it is usually packed out - cyclone rains or not! 

 

Å Future interns may want to investigate mobile internet data options prior to coming, as internet was not 
available at the accommodation so phone data use can become expensive. Every other possible amenity 
or practical requirement, however, is available and accessible once in the town. 

 

Å Get involved in the community. There is a massive number of twenty-something ex-pats living in Katherine 
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for a few years and willing to explore and meet people. If you make a little effort to make friends, 
people will include you on their camping trips and adventures and you'll get to see a little bit of the 
beauty the Northern Territory has to offer. 

 

Å Join Facebook groups for your hobbies (e.g. look up "X Sport Darwin" and you'll likely find a group of 
people looking to meet up and do that hobby). This was very useful for rock climbing, swing dancing, art 
classes etc. 

 

 

Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority (AAPA) 
 

Å The work is mostly anthropological and not legal. 

 

Aboriginal Justice Unit ð Department of Attorney General and Justice  
 

Å Be prepared for a steep learning curve and give yourself adequate time to adjusted. It's OK to feel a bit 

overwhelmed during the first week, it all settles down pretty quick. 

Aboriginal Medical Services Alliance Northern Territory (AMSANT) 
 

Å An understanding of community development principles is useful, and the ability to question your own 

perspectives. Make sure you have a good understanding of all the things they do at AMSANT, it's a pretty 

big operation that covers lots of ground, and it can feel overwhelming! 
 

Å The office dress code is relaxed. No ties or heels required for regular office work, though may be needed 

for formal events like court days. 

 

Å You will most likely have to bring your own laptop. 
 

Å Definitely speak up about your skills (or areas of weakness), and interests, as places like AMSANT may be 

able to tailor some of the work you do to suit both you and the organisation. 
 

Å The staff are incredibly friendly, donõt be afraid to ask questions and accept social invitations. 
 

Å The pub next door has a nice beer garden and is often an unofficial meeting room. You can also access the 

office wifi from there and itõs not unheard of for staff to take their laptops over and do a bit of work 

there. 
 

Å Itõs a short walk from the office to the local park and the waterfront, itõs worth getting out at lunch time. 
 
Å Try and get accommodation as close to town as possible though, as walking any great distance in the heat 

and humidity, or the rain whilst carrying a laptop etc isnõt that much fun! 
 

Å The closest place to buy lunch is Smith Street Mall, and staff coffee favourites are The Milkbar and The 

Three Birds. 

 

Å APONT is downstairs, but don't feel shy about also getting to know the APONT staff and asking them for 
advice. 

 

 

Aboriginal Peak Organisations Northern Territory (APO NT) 
 

Å APO NT Darwin is a small office with less than 10 staff members, but they share a building with AMSANT 
so there is a lot of involvement with the staff at AMSANT - AMSANT has a social club so get involved in as 
many activities/events as you can.  If the office is quiet, bring your headphones to listen to your own music 
as you work. 
 

Å There is a bus stop located right outside office building on Mitchell Street. 
 

Å When working at APO NT, have a look at their website to see what issues they have been dealing with 
lately to get an idea of the work you will be doing. The work is mostly research and advocacy: APO NT 
deals with issues of high-level policy, and liaises directly with Government. The work can involve 


















































































































































































































